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Annual General Meeting 

Please take notice that the Annual General Meeting of Sandycove Tennis & Squash 

Club will take place on Wednesday 23rd  November 2022 at 8.00 p.m. in the 

Clubhouse.  

 

Agenda 

1. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 24th November 2021 

2. Correspondence 

3. Consideration of the Committee’s Report and financial statements for the twelve 

months ending 30th September 2022 (enclosed) 

4. Election of Committee and Officers for the coming year 

5. Motions for Consideration 

6. Appointment of Children’s Officers 

7. Another other business 

 

Signed on behalf of the Committee: 

 

Clodagh Lowry - Honorary Secretary -  

7th November 2022 
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President's Report 

Dear Members, 

I began writing this report on the culmination of an amazing weekend of celebrations 

in our wonderful club, with four teams participating in the Senior league tennis 

campaign and the awarding of the prestigious Muriel Bolton award to our own Mary 

O’Connell. The support from members and the incredible welcome party arranged 

back in the club couldn’t have been timed better as I bring my tenure as President 

towards its conclusion.  

The last year has been about rejuvenating our club after a couple of years of 

discomposure brought on by forces completely beyond our control. On reflection, the 

previous couple of years appear surrealistic as time has moved on, but I cannot fail to 

applaud the previous two committees that prevailed and maintained our club 

throughout one of the most difficult times in our long history. In the face of such 

adversity, it is comforting that our club is in such a healthy situation whereby our 

membership is over 900 members and striving to continuously improve on all levels.  

In a world of continuous change, Sandycove Tennis and Squash club remains a 

wonderful sanctuary for people of all ages to play sport and socialise among their 

peers, a welcome respite from the turbulence of everyday life. The future is bright in 

this wonderful community and I can only encourage all members to continue to 

support the club and, where possible, to volunteer in any small capacity to help for 

our future success.  

 My role of President has been enjoyable and it would be dishonest of me to say it has 

not had its rollercoaster moments. However, as the custodian of the club, this is to be 

expected and, going forward, I cannot endorse enough the role of Vice President in 

advancing the overall committee and its purpose towards implementing better 

change and strategy.  

I was genuinely honoured to be offered this role and can only assure you that I gave it 

100% and was incredibly conscientious in all my representations on behalf of the 

club. After sixteen years in Sandycove, it was an eye opener to immerse oneself in the 
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club at such a level and to witness first-hand the wonderful support and friendship 

that pervades in our community. 

This year’s committee, Paul McMillan, Clodagh, Mandy, Jenny, Paul Fitzgerald, 

Greg, Bob, Barry, Colin, Stephen, Jen and Tony were immense in their contributions. 

I salute you all in your enthusiasm and intellect in adhering and implementing your 

brief. An incredible amount of work was carried out outside of the regular monthly 

meetings and some of the efforts cannot be understated. So many sub groups, 

WhatsApp messages, emails, late night calls, meeting up during working hours, 

outside working hours, some blood sweat and tears along the way and a few giggles! 

I am delighted to have also got to know you all better and look forward to sharing a 

friendship in the years ahead on and off the court. I am hesitant in paying my utmost 

respect to certain individuals but it would be remiss of me not to mention a few 

names that have made me look good in my role. To all the captains, thank you for 

your superlative effort, it simply cannot be understated how much time and effort 

you gave. Thank you also to Paul Fitzgerald and Paul McMillan who were involved in 

so much outside of their own remit, from the implementing of Smart Club, the 

upgrade of all IT systems, the work involved in the LED lights and funding that are 

imminent in the club and a lot of other onerous tasks I dragged you into. Thank you 

and sorry at the same time!  

When Barry Totterdell handed over to me, he emphasised the importance of having a 

close relationship with the Treasurer in formulating tasks within committee. As I was 

obviously new to the role, I didn’t quite appreciate the relevance of this statement. 

The new Treasurer was duly met for a briefing. I had never met Paul McMillan, a 

relatively new member to our club. I know the rest of the committee will endorse the 

exceptional work ethic and professionalism of Paul and it’s no understatement to say 

I couldn’t have done it without you: the implementation of Smart Club and the 

recruiting of Amanda Chambers with Paul Fitzgerald’s assistance, the Led lights, the 

overhaul of the IT systems, the financial expertise, the unbelievable reports and 

illustrative charts and the constant two-way communication flow you allowed 

between ourselves. I am forever grateful to you, as I am to all of the committee. I and 

our members applaud you all.  
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Outside of committee I’d like to say thank you to the volunteers who are the stalwarts 

that allow the club continue to function and help our cause so much. Apologies in 

advance if I carelessly omit a name from this report: John F Burke for organising 

Championship night, Mary Donohoe for her creative input, the barbeque kings -  

Rory, Des, Mick, Barry, James and Gerry, Joe Cunningham for his selfless archiving 

of the club’s history through his photography, Anne MacMahon for the bridge 

sessions, Mary and Agnes for club night (and Mary for being Mary), Paul Sinnott for 

the Easter Cup, Michael Butler for looking after the seniors, Richie and Helen & Co 

for continuing the club entertainment, Natalie and Ruth for maintaining the internal 

leagues, Jim O’Hanlon for all his advice on the tennis upkeep of the club, and 

everyone else who contributes.  

To our office administrator Catherine, thank you as always for your invaluable 

contribution, ably assisted by Amanda Chambers. I am confident that the 

introduction of Smart Club and the focus on our IT system throughout the year will 

be of great assistance going forward in the administrative function. Also, a shout out 

to our coaches Catalin, Rob, Chloe and Aine - and wishing them all the best in the 

forthcoming year and continued success. 

The year began still in the throes of Covid and lockdowns for this committee. I 

remember putting up the Christmas tree with Sara and Jade, conscious that at that 

time no persons were allowed into the clubhouse under the restrictions. It was 

heartening a few days later to receive a WhatsApp message from our Captain Mandy, 

who sent a picture of her two kids beside the tree having infiltrated our clubhouse 

lockdown. February came and restrictions eased. Thankfully the club rebounded with 

a great energy. The adult and child tournament took place, Tennis for Ukraine 

resulted in one of the highlights of the year so capably managed by Ruth and Natalie. 

The Tennis Masters organised by Michael Butler for the over 80s stood in defiance of 

what had gone before, leading into the Easter Cup assisted by Paul Sinnott. Suddenly 

things appeared normal and the members began to visit our facility more carefree 

than for such a long time. Leagues began and finished as before. Social tennis and 

squash became the norm and the occasional drink after to contemplate how 
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important the simple things in life are. Handicaps in July followed by the wonderful 

championships in August culminating in a celebratory dinner so ably organised by 

the understated and self-effacing John F Burke. Next, Senior league where we 

managed to win three Pennants and where Mary continued her quest for 

immortality within these sacred walls of our Tennis Club. The future is bright and 

one can only be optimistic for the forthcoming year. 

My sincere best wishes to our new President Colin Grant and the new committee 

leading into 2023. I believe the club is in great health after the efforts of this out-

going committee and I feel positive that it will continue going from strength to 

strength under the new stewardship.  

Finally, to you the members thank you for the participation and support that makes 

this a wonderful community club.  

 

David Hanley - President 
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Honorary Secretary’s Report 

2022 has been a wonderful year in Sandycove Tennis and Squash club. We have left 

the dreaded restrictions behind us and truly embraced the year of sport. This was 

most evident as the warm summer nights saw us enjoy great tennis and a few tipples 

on the balcony during the summer competitions of Handicaps and Championships. 

As Honorary Secretary, I would like to thank all of the committee as well as 

Catherine Mc Cooey for their support and teamwork, as well as Bridget O’Hare for 

her help in pulling the annual report together. 

Tennis – Senior Membership 

Our total tennis membership currently stands at 884. Of this amount, the senior 

playing membership consists of 656 members. We also have 25 pavilion members. 

We welcomed 75 new members this year across all categories (senior and junior). 

This number is up on last year’s figures and reflects the upsurge in interest in tennis 

and our club. We do still have a waiting list in place for new memberships. 

Tennis – Junior Membership 

Our junior membership now stands at 228 members. This year we offered new 

membership to 30 juniors. It is important for us to continue to attract junior 

memberships going forward. 

Squash – Membership 

Our squash membership stands at 47 members in total; this number comprises 41 

adult playing members, four pavilion members and two junior members. The squash 

team are actively looking at innovative ways to attract new members to the squash 

club. 
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Child Protection 

Child protection is of the utmost importance to the club. Many thanks to our 

children’s officers Natalie Flanagan and Keith O’Byrne for their hard work in 

ensuring that the high standard of child welfare in maintained. In addition, we thank 

the coaches for their dedication in ensuring we comply with the requirements of the 

legislation in regard to registration and vetting. 

 

Clodagh Lowry – Honorary Secretary 
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Honorary Treasurer’s Report 

I am pleased to report that the Club continues to enjoy a healthy financial position. 

We had a surplus above our expenditures of €34,502 to the year ended 30th 

September 2022.  

The clubs Net Assets position of €1,099,969 at year end is up from €1,021,932 last 

year, and from €987,504 at the end of the 2019 year, pre Covid.  

Revenue 

The club’s overall revenues grew this year to €318,983 up from €291,074 in 2021. 

This compares to revenues of €258,101 in the 2019 year pre Covid. The majority of 

the increase in revenues this year is attributed to an increase in coaching revenues, 

after the club was closed for portions of the 2021 financial year and less coaching was 

undertaken.  

Expenditures 

The overall inflationary backdrop can be seen clearly in the club expenditures this 

year. The cost of gas and electricity is four times the level of the 2021 year driven by 

both price increases and an increase in court usage (specifically lighting) compared 

to 2021. Insurance costs are up more than 30%. The cost of bar stock rose more than 

10% across the financial year, against which we held bar prices flat.  

The 2022 financial year has also been a year of investment in a number of ways. We 

upgraded the club server and IT tools, and introduced a cloud environment for the 

first time, enabling efficient management, access and collaboration between 

Committee members. 

The biggest investment was in the new Smart Club system. Smart Club will play a 

larger role going forward in the running of club events, coaching, court booking and 

membership fees. Over the course of the next year, each member will receive a smart 

card linked to Smart Club, that will allow electronic payment for court lights (no 

more €2 coins!) and for payments in the bar. A huge thank you is owed from the club 
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to our men’s captain Paul Fitzgerald, who not only did the initial due diligence on 

Smart Club but was fully involved in implementing the system to date. Similarly, the 

Club engaged Amanda Chambers to use her IT experience to lead on the Smart Club 

project. The Club could not have found a better person to wade through the 

complexity and to implement the system according to Sandycove’s needs.  

Balance Sheet 

The Net Assets of €1,099,969 reflect the sound financial position of the Club and its 

prudent management over many many years. 

Fixed Assets €497,983 as of 30th September 2021, reduced from €520,961 at the end 

of 2021. Notably fixed assets were €570,600 at the end of the 2019 year.  

The reduction in fixed assets is largely the result of depreciation over the three 

financial years. This also points to some capital spending which is required and 

which I will address below.  

Our net Current Assets are €601,986, which leaves the club in a prudent cash 

position.  

Investments 

The club has engaged an electrical lighting contractor for a quote to replace our 

existing tennis court lighting with LEDs. The quote also includes the automation 

technology to link our lighting system to Smart Club and, as mentioned above, to 

allow for control via smartcards, thus doing away with the €2 coins. At the same 

time, the LEDs will reduce our lighting costs by more than 50% each year. The cost of 

the lighting and automation system is a little less than €50,000. All equipment is 

from Philips and comes with a 5-year parts and labour warranty.  

In conjunction with this project, we have applied for an SEAI grant that, depending 

on its outcome, may grant the club funding for this purpose between €18,000 to 

€28,000. Based on current electricity prices, we calculate, that assuming the club 



 

 ~ 12 ~ 

   

receives a grant in this range, the payback period of the project will be between two 

to three years.  

Finally, the cost of court repair/renovation is currently running at around €20,000 

to €40,000 per court. Major cycles happen every 10 to 12 years and the next one is 

due around 2025. Members should keep this in mind when considering the cash 

position mentioned above.  

Thank you 

My year as Treasurer was massively assisted by the immense professionalism, 

discretion and diligence of Catherine McCooey. I can’t thank her enough for her 

incredible follow through and support.  

The club is also incredibly lucky to have former Presidents and Treasurers who are 

prepared to continue to give of their time and experience. Barry Totterdell and 

Shelagh Cunningham both provided huge support at different times and I am 

immensely grateful for their assistance. Philip Bayfield, Carl O’Hagan and Connor 

O’Reilly also provided valuable assistance throughout the year.  

Notes to the Accounts 

Depreciation is provided for at 12.5% on a straight – line basis, for the 12 months, in 

respect of floodlights, fixtures and fittings and 10% in respect of tennis courts. 

 

Paul McMillan – Honorary Treasurer 
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Accountant’s Report 

In accordance with the instructions given to us, we have examined the attached 

Income and Expenditure Account and Balance Sheet. The accounts are in accordance 

with the underlying records and with the information and explanations given to us. 

 

Noel Ryan and Associates, 

Certified Public Accountants & Registered Auditors, 

7 Cabinteely Close, 

Dublin 18.
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SANDYCOVE TENNIS & SQUASH CLUB 
INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT for the year ended 
                             30TH SEPTEMBER 2022 

 30/09/2022 30/09/2021  

 € €  

INCOME   

Subscriptions Tennis 199,006 194,071 

Subscriptions/Coaching Squash 12,473 12,650 

Coaching Income 66,836 46,695 

New Member Levies 21,430 24,025 

Summer Programme  14,273 12,870 

Bar Receipts 39,333 13,754 

Cost of Sales 22,177 6,623 

Gross Profit                                   44% 17,156 7,131 

Overheads 12,191 6,368 

Net Bar Profit/(Loss)                                           4,965 763 

 318,983 291,074 

   

EXPENDITURE € € 

Depreciation 26,891 27,612 

Bank Interest & Charges 6,789 4,230 

Summer Programme 16,198 12,207 

Competitions & Prizes 13,592 4,281 

Functions 5,760 1,590 

Coaching 67,905 69,488 

Tennis Development 6,505 6,990 

Repairs & Maintenance 28,208 50,757 

Electricity & Gas 20,994 5,143 

Insurance 7,928 5,956 

Rates 1,350 0 

Supervision & Caretaking 33,972 28,218 

Web,Office,Phones 17,406 11,773 

Kitchen/Cleaning/Misc 29,384 17,844 

Accountancy 1,599 1,452 

 284,481 247,541 

SURPLUS FOR YEAR 34,502 43,533 
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                     SANDYCOVE TENNIS & SQUASH CLUB BALANCE SHEET 
                                                   AS AT 30TH SEPTEMBER 2022 

 

 
NBV   NBV 

 
 01/10/21 ADDN DEPR 30/09/22 

 

FIXED ASSETS € € € €  

Land & Buildings 412,210  0 412,210  

Tennis Courts 28,117  14,058 14,059  

Squash Courts 30,473  0 30,473  

Floodlights 0   0  

Fixtures & Fittings 50,161 3,911 12,831 41,241  

       

 520,961 3,911 26,889 497,983  

     
 

   30/09/22 30/09/21  

   € €  

FIXED ASSETS:   497,983 520,961  

CURRENT ASSETS     
 

Bar Stock   3,483 1,397  

Cash at Bank & In Hand   616,599 561,400  

Debtors & Prepayments    403  

   620,082 563,200  

     
 

CURRENT LIABILITIES   € €  

Creditors & Accruals   4,108 3,009  

Deferred Coaching Income   13,988 15,687  

   18,096 18,696  

TOTAL ASSETS      
 

LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES   1,099,969 1,065,465  

     
 

FINANCED BY:     
 

   € €  

Opening Reserves   815,467 771,932  

Club Development Reserve   250,000 250,000  

Surplus for Year   34,502 43,533  

   1,099,969 1,065,465  
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Tennis Captains’ Report 

The tennis year 2022 was the first in a number of years to have a full programme of 

events. It was great to have back the sociability of the external leagues and the 

packed balconies of the Handicaps and Championships. The last couple of years have 

been tough and it’s fantastic to see the return of Sandycove club camaraderie. 

Senior Club Championships 

The Senior Club Championships ran for two weeks from August 14th finishing with 

Finals Day on August 27th. We had nine events with 153 players. The introduction of 

Pizza Night on the two Wednesdays and a Burger Night on the first Friday was a 

roaring success and the usual balcony nibbles were followed by fantastic Thai Green 

Curry Night on the final Friday evening. Thanks to all who helped with the 

preparation and delivery of the food including Rory O’Hagan and Mick Boland for 

the burger flipping, Fleur and Aileen for the curry evening, and Agnes Danaher, 

Helen Curran, Jenny Cullen, Mairead Mackey, Catherine McCooey and Oisine 

Hannan for their contribution throughout the two weeks. Thanks to our Muriel-

Bolton-Award-winning Mary O’Connell for her huge contribution to the smooth 

running of the Championships. A special thanks to John F Burke for organising and 

running the Championships Finals night and Prizegiving in Killiney Golf Club. It was 

such a memorable evening. 

The return of the traditional Sandycove balcony crowd was also special, with a real 

understanding that we’re so lucky to have such a great club. 

Championship Results 

 

Ladies’ Singles Winner Chloe Giocometti 

 Runner Up Sarah Emerson 

Men’s Singles Winner Max Vidal 

 Runner Up Ivan Brady 
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Ladies’ Doubles Winners  Sarah Emerson & Sandie O’Callaghan 

 Runners Up Alison O’Connor & Vanessa O’Reilly 

   

Men’s Doubles Winners Max Vidal & Ivan Brady 

 Runners Up Robbie Kernan & Dave Cooney 

   

Mixed Doubles Winners Cara Fitzgerald & Will Fitzgerald 

 Runners Up Steve Gill & Chloe Giacometti 

   

Ladies 8-up Doubles Winners Beccy Breach & Margaret Hartnett 

 Runners Up Andrea Begley & Kate Begley 

   

Men’s 8-up Doubles Winners Andrew Browne & Tom O’Higgins 

 Runners Up Ken Browne & Alan Warren 

   

Lucky Dip Mixed Doubles Winners Phillip Craig & Fiona O’Reilly 

 Runners Up Iain Walker & Clodagh Lowry 

Men’s Over 65 Doubles Winners Declan Hynes & Stephen O’Brien 

 Runners Up Per Linfors & Peter McCartney 

Ladies’ Singles Plate Winner Lisa Morgan 

 Runner Up Eva Kane 

Men’s Singles Plate Winner Ian Brady 

 Runner Up Ronan Prior 

 

Club Handicaps 

The handicaps ran for two weeks from 4th to 16th July. We had a great entry with 114 

participants and some extraordinary matches played in the five events. The number 

of very tight three-set matches was a clear indication that the Handicap committee 

got the handicaps just right with one match finishing 6-5, 5-6, 6-5! 

The Finals dinner was held in the clubhouse with a number of smaller marquee 

erected for inclement weather. The ‘Dîner en Blanc’ theme was great and the 

delicious food was provided by Kate Sheehan, Jeanne Hecksher-Doyle and a wide 
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number of helpers who decorated the clubhouse and also cleaned up early the 

following morning! A fantastic evening was had by all in the midsummer heat. 

Thanks to Sara Hanley who kindly agreed to take photos all day and all night. Final 

thanks again to the redoubtable Mary O’Connell for guiding the captains through the 

minefield of setting handicaps. 

Handicap Results 

 

Ladies’ Handicap Singles Winner Lindsay McMillan 

 Runner Up Oilbhe Doyle 

Men’s Handicap Singles Winner Ian Brady 

 Runner Up Mark Gill 

   

Ladies’ Handicap Doubles Winners  Caroline Grant & Anne-Marie Murphy 

 Runners Up Anne Hayden & Margaret Worrall 

   

Men’s Handicap Doubles Winners Mark Gill & Stephen Gill 

 Runners Up Greg McDowell & John Quinn 

   

Mixed Handicap Doubles Winners Andrew Browne & Jade Hanley 

 Runners Up Pat Leamy & Oisine Hannan 

   

Ladies DLTC Winter League 2022 

Covid did funny things to time and hot on the heels of Winter League ’21 (played in 

Autumn ’21!) was Winter League ’22, starting in January. Interest in playing was 

keen and eight ladies’ teams were quickly filled. Our teams spanned the classes with 

Sandycove 1s playing in Class 2, Sandycove 2s in Class 3, Sandycove 3s and 4s in 

Class 4 and then each of Classes 5, 6, 7 and 8 having a Sandycove team. 

It was a good overall result with three promotions and no relegations. Sandycove 3s, 

led by Charlie O’Brien made it to the Semi-Finals but lost out to a strong 

Portmarnock. Sandycove 7s, led by Fiona Spillane were beaten in the quarter finals 
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by eventual winners CYM, and Sandycove 8s, led by Elaine Prior got to the quarter 

finals in their class. Going into this winter we will again have a broad representation 

across all classes with Class 2 x 1, Class 3 x 2, Class 4 x 1, Class 5 x 1, Class 6 x 2 and 

Class 7 x 1. 

Spring and Autumn Charity League 

Spring Charity League kicked off in February with two teams entered. This league is 

always popular and is played on Monday and Tuesday mornings. It caters for four 

different levels of tennis, ranging from ‘improvers’ to ‘experienced’ and we entered 

two categories – Advanced for those at Class 5 or above and Tuesday Non-League for 

those who have some experience but haven’t yet played league. Linda Vidal captained 

the Advanced League team with the non-league team captained by Pauline 

McNamara. Both ladies did a great job with their teams delivering top notch 

performances and both reaching the Semi-finals. 

At time of writing the Autumn Charity League was in full swing. Again, we have 

entered two teams – this time at the advanced Class 4/5 level and Class 6/7. Ann 

Herbert is leading the Class 4/5 team with a very solid performance so far – they 

have won seven out of nine matches to date while Aoife O’Gorman’s class 6/7 team is 

also doing well too. The Finals are in early December and there’s still all to play for! 

Ladies DLTC Summer League 2022 

Seven teams comprising 49 players were entered into the Summer League and again 

a range of playing ability across both singles and doubles was accommodated. Our 

first team playing in Class 2 and led by Chloe Giacometti made it to the play-offs. We 

were also particularly pleased to welcome back Aine Leonard who subbed on 

occasion for this team. Fleur Muldowney captained the second team in Class 3 and 

again play-offs were reached. Teams 4, 5 and 7 (in Classes 4, 5 and 7) held their own 

and maintained their position while unfortunately, two of our teams were relegated – 

our 3rd  team (another Class 3 team) moves down to Class 4 while our 6th team 

(another Class 5 team) moves down to Class 6. Not having a Class 6 team in Summer 

2022 was missed and so as they say, there’s a silver lining with every cloud. 
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Five Mile League 

The Ladies’ Five Mile League is a friendly tournament which takes place every May / 

June. It is played on Sunday evenings and is a perfect pathway for players interested 

in playing in the more formal tennis league run by DLTC. 

As Sandycove were the winners of this League in 2019 it was up to us to organize the 

event in 2022. 

This involved inviting local clubs to participate, setting up the draw, scheduling 5 

rounds of matches, and hosting the final’s evening. 

In total nine clubs entered 14 teams including two teams from Sandycove. 

Glenageary were the winners with one of our teams qualifying for the finals and 

finishing fourth overall. A big thank you to Mary Donohoe and Jeanne Hecksher-

Doyle who not only captained a team each but also organised prizes and the Finals 

evening. This took place in Sandycove Tennis Club in late June and involved four 

teams playing for first, second, and third place followed by a delicious supper and 

prizegiving ceremony. 

Senior League 

Perhaps most exciting was Sandycove’s performance in the Senior League. Open to 

players over 35 years old, this competition takes place in the Autumn and comprises 

three pairs of doubles. Much to everyone’s delight, our First team playing in Class 3 

raced to the top of their table, dropping just one match out of 15 on its way. Two 

weeks later, Sandycove 1s, captained by Sandie O’Callaghan played in the finals in 

Wicklow Tennis Club winning against Brookfield 1s. Celebrations continued back in 

the Club House after the prize giving in Wicklow. A massive thank you to Orla Maher 

who organized this splendid and fitting celebration to welcome ‘home’ our 1 st Team 

and the Men’s teams along with their pennants. 

Solid performances from the other five teams with representations in Classes 3, 4, 5 

and 6. There were no relegations and thanks to our 1st Team we will also have a Class 

2 team next autumn. 
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Floodlit League 

And finally, our seventh league – the Floodlit League. At the time of writing, we are 

still involved in this competition. Our fourth team, playing in Class 5, have reached 

the play-off stages and our first team, playing in Class 2, have qualified for the semi-

finals. 

Ladies League Player of the Year 

The Ladies’ League Player of the Year was presented to Ellen O’Carroll at the 

Championship Finals Dinner. It was well deserved; Ellen played in all three DLTC 

leagues (Winter 21, Winter 22 and Summer 22) and racked up nine wins out of a 

possible 15. 

Ladies’ Tennis Coaching 

Our coaching, led by Catalin, has gone from strength to strength with five formal 

classes every week for our lady members in addition to five cardio tennis sessions. 

We also had pre-league coaching for our Winter and Summer League teams which 

we hope to ramp up for 2023. In October we introduced Ladies Development tennis 

for our most advanced players. This is to encourage our younger players coming 

through to mix and play with the higher teams and for existing pairings to gain 

additional match practice ahead of league. The Ladies Development training takes 

place on Fridays and along with other coaching activities, plus planned social events, 

is part of our plan to better utilise the courts on Friday evenings. 

Men’s DLTC Winter League 

Seven teams were entered in winter league this year. It was an unusual Winter 

League in that we started in late January with masks and other restrictions in place 

and finished with virtually all restrictions lifted. This Winter League was one of 

consolidation with two teams promoted and two relegated. We will have the very 

strange position of having four teams in Class 5! Thanks to all the players for their 

commitment and also to all the subs for taking part in a very enjoyable league. 
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Men’s Tennis Development 

It was great to see a number of old new members return to the club and bolster the 

upper echelons of the league teams. One of these was old stalwart Dave Cooney, who 

introduced a new Development Squad on a Friday evening which helped to prepare 

the 1 st team for their return to Summer League Class 1. This proved a great success 

and the plan will be to roll out this idea to other sections of the club over the next 

year. Thanks to Dave for his enthusiasm in bringing together the younger Seniors 

into the fold. 

Men’s DLTC Summer League 

After a COVID effected interruption of three years we finally saw the welcome return 

of the DLTC Summer League in early May. We entered six teams in the league and 

our 1st were competing in Class 1 for the first time in many years. It was a tough 

league on the organisation front as many players understandably took full advantage 

of the COVID restrictions being lifted and availed of the opportunity to travel. The 

depth of talent in the club was stretched to its limit when we had to forfeit a match in 

an away match in Malahide, but overall it was another league of consolidation with 

all teams except for the 1 st team maintaining their Class position. The 3 rd Team 

captained by Keith O’Byrne qualified for the play-offs but unfortunately missed out 

on promotion. A special word for the 1 st who although relegated brought a great 

wave of excitement to the club for all their Friday evening home games. With the 

talent on show and others relishing the prospect of playing on the 1 st team, Class 1 

status is well within grasp next year. 

Men’s DLTC Senior League 

This year we entered four teams in the Senior League with two Over 35 teams (Class 

2 and 4 level) and one each at Over 45 and Over 55 Class 1 level. It was probably the 

most successful league for Sandycove in many years with two teams winning their 

Class and a further team reaching the final. A great day in Wicklow Town Tennis club 

was enjoyed by both teams and supporters topped off by the DLTC. 
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Muriel Bolton award to Mary O’Connell. 

The 1st Over 35 team was captained by the returning Dave Cooney and after losing 

the first match of the campaign went on an unbeaten run to the pennant. The level of 

tennis was superb and many new partnerships were created on the run to the final. 

The 2nd Over 35 team was captained by Stephan McGoohan and were dominant in 

their section, not dropping a point in a comprehensive display. The play-offs however 

proved the character of the team with a special mention to Tom O’Higgins and JP 

Begley battling back from 4-1 in the third set to win the deciding match in the semi-

final. A great final and another pennant. 

The 1st Over 55 team were remotely managed by Ken Browne and were in a single 

section class. With a great initial 3-0 win over previous champs Fitzwilliam the stage 

was set for a showdown with Clontarf in Wicklow Town. Unfortunately, the team 

could not bring in a third pennant and had to settle for runner up position. 

A special mention for the Over 45 team captained by Brian O’Gorman. They were 

unlucky in just missing out on the play-offs only to see the two top teams in the 

section making the final, having beaten one of them when the full team was available. 

A key component to the success of the teams were the subs who all played a huge role 

in the teams to the point that each team in the final had a sub who had contributed 

throughout the campaign. 

Men’s DLTC Over 65 Senior League 

This year we entered two teams in the Over 65 mens leagues . One in Class 1 and the 

other in Class 2. Both teams performed admirably throughout the campaign to reach 

what were effectively the semi final stages in both classes. Unfortunately both teams 

missed out by the narrowest of margins. 

So onwards to next year when a number of our high profile members will be eligible 

to partake in these leagues so we look forward to more success in the future. Thanks 

to all the players and especially the subs that stepped up during the campaign. 
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Mixed League 

In 2022 Sandycove entered its first Mixed League team in Class 2 out of the three 

classes available. The Mixed League is run throughout July and August and is a social 

Friday night league although the tennis is of a good standard. There are three mixed 

pairings on each team. 

Sandycove drew from a squad to cater for holidays and to give as many people a 

chance of playing as possible. The team enjoyed excellent wins over Leopardstown 2, 

Glenageary 2 and Meadowvale 2 and came a very respectable third in its group on 

nine points only two points behind joint table toppers Glenageary 2 and De Vesci 2. 

Thanks to Fiona Kelly for captaining the side and to all the players who took part 

over the course of the five-week campaign. 

Overall, the Sandycove debut was considered a great success with everyone who took 

part thoroughly enjoying the league format and social aspects of the competition. The 

captains plan to enter a team in 2023. 

Men’s Tennis Masters 

Tennis Masters organises tennis for men over 70 and comprises leagues and 

competitions for men’s doubles at Over 70, Over 75 and Over 80. Thanks to all the 

organisers, captains, players and subs that keep this competitive but very friendly 

series of events on the calendar. 

The Over 80s event was held in Sandycove on 14th March 2002 and organised by 

Gerry Clarke a 95-year-old from Templeogue. Six teams competed in a round robin 

format with Templeogue coming out on top and Sandycove finishing fourth. 

In the Over 75 league Sandycove again proved to be top dogs in Vets tennis and took 

the pennant in a pool of seven other clubs. Well done to the team and captain Ken 

Peare. 

Sandycove again proved too good for the competition in the Over 70 league where 

Pat Giles captained the team to glory in an extremely tight final match against Naas 
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All-round Pennant Competition – this is an aggregation of the combined results over 

the three age groups Over 80, Over 75 and Over 70. Sandycove finished ahead of the 

other twelve competing clubs, beating Templeogue into second place. 

The All Ireland Masters Inter Club Championship was the culmination of the season 

and took place on May 24th at Castleknock, with each club fielding an Over 80, Over 

75 and Over 70 doubles pairing. 

Only six clubs qualify, including Sandycove who, at short notice fielded two teams 

because Carrickmines had to withdraw.  Some great tennis was played at all age 

levels with Fitzwilliam retaining the title they won last year. Sandycove 1 finished in 

second place just shading Templeogue, while the second team finished fifth, ahead of 

Sutton 1. 

Men’s DLTC Floodlight League 

The lesson learnt from the success of the Senior League and the difficulty of the 

Summer League was that more is less and therefore only three teams were entered in 

the Floodlight League. The teams were in Class 2 and Class 3 and acquitted 

themselves admirably and although all teams maintained their positions, none 

qualified for the playoffs. 

Men’s League Player of the Year 

The Men’s League Player of the Year was presented to Mark Cunningham at the 

Championship Finals Dinner. He’s a well deserving recipient winning four out of five 

in the Winter League and then going through the Summer League unbeaten in 

singles. Well done Mark. 

Men’s Easter Cup 

Sandycove had a team again in this year’s Easter Cup and the squad was led 

seamlessly and professionally by Paul Sinnott. After an extremely tight section the 

team came through on games won. In the semi-final, the team beat Deerpark but 

unfortunately came up a little short in the final against Shankill. This is a great 
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competition and provides inter-team tennis for non league players and over 11 

players played in the campaign. 

Men’s Fish ‘n Chips Night 

The Fish ‘n’ Chip night finally made a very welcomed return after the COVID 

enforced restriction on Fri 21st October 2022. It’s one the highlights of the men’s 

calendar and thanks to Liam Hurley, Tim McNichols and quizmaster Mike Fenlon for 

great organisation and patience! We’re already looking forward to the next one. 

Internal League Boxes 

Our boxes were run again this year by Ruth Milne and Natalie Flanagan. This is a 

detailed job and requires a lot of organisation and we are very grateful to Ruth and 

Natalie for their hard work. 

We had a fantastic entry to Internal Box League for 2021/2022.  It was great to see so 

many new members taking part in this competition.  In the first round alone, 170 

players completed 265 matches.  

Round One for the current season is well underway. 

The winners and runners up in 2021/2022 were: 

Mens singles  Joint Winners  John Emerson and Conor O’Neill  

Ladies singles Winner   Emma Taylor 

   Runner Up    Amanda Chambers  

Mixed Doubles Winner   Ellen Cronin & Caoimhin Cronin 

   Runners Up  Conor O’Neill & Mandy O’Neill  

Mens Doubles Winner   Philip Airey & Denis O’Reilly 

Runners Up  Philip Bayfield & Nigel Croft 

Ladies Doubles Winners   Beccy Breach & J van Remoortere 

Runners Up:   Lucy Butler & Niamh Pentony 
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Club Night 

Club night is organised by Mary O’Connell and Agnes Danaher. It is usually held on a 

Monday evening and is an integral part of the Sandycove tennis week. Club Night is a 

wonderful way to get to know people when you are a new to the club, or if you just 

fancy playing with a new crowd! All members are welcome, whatever your standard. 

We would like to thank Mary and Agnes for all the hard work and dedication over the 

course of the year, they are so organised and welcoming to all, ensuring that Club 

Night is the great success that it is today. 

Turkey Tournament 

Our annual Turkey Tournament was back! 48 players turned out to play on Sunday 

12th December with a great fun afternoon had by all merrily helped along by mulled 

wine and mince pies. Always a popular event and a nice way to get into the Christmas 

spirit! 

Personal Thanks 

We would like to thank and to congratulate all those who played and subbed in the 

various leagues and club events with such enthusiasm, spirit, and skill. Competition 

for league teams was fierce and the depth and commitment of the subs bench was 

unprecedented – that is what yields results. The Club had a great year, with 

Sandycove tennis well represented and pennants to prove it! 

It is great to see our young talent coming through and it is important that we 

continue to nurture this talent into the senior ranks. 

It has been an honour and a privilege to have been your captains – thank you for the 

opportunity and for your support. 

Serving on the committee has been very enjoyable – thank you to Dave Hanley and 

the rest of the team for the support and the craic along the way. We’d also like to 

recognise all the wonderful help and encouragement we got from so many members 

across so many events. Ours is a club run by members for the members – with many 
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leaning in and doing a bit to help at the different functions and events, it really helps 

share the load. Thank you to those who helped. 

We wish every success to the new captains and the new committee; may they have as 

much fun as we have had. 

 

Mandy O’Neill and Jenny McCann – Ladies Captains 

Paul Fitzgerald and Greg McDowell – Mens Captains 
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Junior Report 

The Junior Officer has overall responsibility for co-ordinating and managing all 

tennis and social activities for junior members, with support from the Tennis 

Development Officer (TDO), coaches and Junior Committee.  

A Junior Committee was formed in December 2021 and consists of the Junior 

Officer, Catherine Holmes, Suzanne Nolan, Kathy Fulcher, Sarah Emerson, Natalie 

Doyle, Niamh McLoughlin, Ellen O’Carroll and Caroline Swords. Meetings were held 

numerous times thoughout the year to discuss and organise activities for the junior 

members.  

The aim of the Junior Officer and Junior Committee is to provide all junior members 

with a safe and fun environment to enable them to develop their skills and enjoy 

tennis as a sociable and competitive sport. Activities throughout the year included 

fun tennis afternoons, the Parent & Child Tournament, the Summer Programme, the 

Junior Handicaps, Club Championships, Stars & Stripes and junior camps during the 

midterms and Easter breaks.  

Summer Programme 

This year we ran a very successful summer programme over eight weeks. In previous 

years Aine Leonard ran the programme however, as she left as head coach in 2021 we 

took the decision to hire Chloe Giacometti as the Summer Programme coordinator. 

Chloe, together with Rob Neiland and Catalin Iordan, ran a hugely successful 

programme with a large number of junior members participating every day. Hot dogs 

and games were held every Friday and on the final day of the programme we hosted a 

BBQ (organised by Ellen O’Carroll) which was a great end to the summer for all the 

children involved. We took the decision this year to charge a summer rate of €70 as 

opposed to a weekly rate which increased the numbers of junior members 

participating in the programme. We also introduced supervised tennis (for a summer 

rate of €50) specifically aimed at teens to encourage them to come down, use the 

club and play tennis.  It was noted from past years that there is a drop off in teens 

participating in the summer programme as they feel they are too old for camps. The 
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supervised tennis element of the summer programme was hugely successful and a 

large number of teens participated. We had 12 assistants, all of whom are older 

junior members, who worked for one or two weeks helping the coaches. An age of 16 

was set for all assistants so that all assistants would be garda vetted. Rob Neiland 

also ran an older teen and fitness camp for a week in June which was very successful. 

The Junior programme this year also opened up to non-members for a weekly rate. 

This proved successful and it encouraged members to invite their friends. 

The Junior Handicaps and Championships were very successful and both had 

increased junior participation from previous years. A BBQ was held on the 

Championship Finals day and Helen Curran ran the Junior Talent Show. Many 

thanks to all the helpers on the day in particular Ian Brady, Ellen O’Carroll, Caroline 

Grant and Helen Curran. 

Junior Championships Results 

 Winner Runner-up 

   

U12   

Girls Singles Laura Emerson  Rebecca Begley  

Boys Singles Conor Emerson  Hugo Doyle  

Girls Doubles Laura Emerson & Rebecca Begley  Kitty Cronin & Sienna Boucher  

Boys Doubles Hugo Doyle & Conor Emerson  Charlie Hughes & Ben O’Byrne  

Mixed Doubles Conor Emerson & Laura Emerson  Rebecca Begley & Hugo Doyle  

   

U14   

Girls Singles Sarah White  Jean McMahon 

Boys Singles Max Kane Sam Kane 

Girls Doubles Rhea McNichols & Sarah White Jean McMahon & Isobel McManus 

Boys Doubles Conor Flanagan & Max Kane Cuan Daniels & Peter Le Roux 

Mixed Doubles Sarah White & Peter Le Roux Kitty Cronin & Sam Kane 

   

U16/U18   

Girls Singles Lucy O’Brien Eva Kane 

Boys Singles Alex Wardlaw Ronan Prior 
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Parent and Child Tournament 

We reintroduced the Parent and Child tournament this year. Three junior members 

(Transition Year students Stephen McDowell, Ronan Prior and James Quinn) ran the 

very successful Parent and Child tournament on St Patrick’s weekend in March. All 

proceeds from the tournament were given to the St Vincent de Paul and Ukraine. 

Stars & Stripes 

Stars and Stripes is a local friendly inter-club tournament for junior players ranked 

outside the top 50 in Ireland. The clubs participating this year were  Sandycove, 

Glenageary, Monkstown, Blackrock, Shankill, Bray, Leopardstown and 

Newtownpark. It is a great opportunity for juniors who don’t play outside junior 

tournaments to represent their club in a competitive environment and make new 

friends along the way. The format is based on a joint girls and boys team for U12 and 

U14, each having a Spring and Autumn tournament. This year Sandycove were 

runners up in the Spring U14 event and made it to the plate final in the Autumn U12. 

An U 18 Stars and Stripe event is planned for late November/early December. 

Thanks to Shelagh Cunningham for helping to organise this for the last number of 

years. 

Junior Internal Boxes 

A junior internal boxes event was started in June. This is an event where juniors are 

invited to sign up and were then grouped into boxes of similar level players. They 

then have to play each player in their group. As this event started at the same time as 

the Junior Summer programme it was not as successful as we thought it would be. It 

Girls Doubles Rebecca McNally & Lucy O’Brien Sophie Grant & Orna Hurley 

Boys Doubles Alex Wardlaw & Thomas Fives Aidan Leahy & Ronan Prior 

Mixed Doubles Caoimhin Cronin &  

Emma McCann 

Sophie Fitzgerald & Ronan Prior 

   

Bernie Lyons Cup MacDara White  
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has now been handed to the head coach Catalin, who will try and encourage our 

juniors to get involved. 

In conclusion, after two years of Covid affecting our juniors participating in tennis, it 

was important this year to try and get all our juniors out and enjoying tennis again. A 

huge thanks to Catalin, Rob and Chloe for all the work and enjoyment they put into 

the tennis lessons for our juniors and in particular the Summer Programme. Thanks 

also to Alan Cherry and Catherine McCooey for their admin support. Finally, I would 

like to thank especially our president Dave Hanley, the wonderful committee 

members and the Junior Committee for guiding me and providing so much support 

for all the junior initiatives.  

 

Jen Drury-Byrne– Junior Officer 
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Development Report 

The principal role of the Tennis Development Officer is to oversee and support the 

Head Coach and coaching team in their delivery of professional coaching services to 

the members, both senior and junior, and to act as the main conduit between the 

Head Coach and the Committee. The Tennis Development programme is influenced 

principally by the Tennis Development Report, the latest edition of which is available 

on the Club website, as well as by feedback from the captains, the Junior Tennis 

Officer and the Committee.  

Our Coaches 

Catalin Iordan has recently been appointed as our new Head Coach and Catalin, Rob 

Neiland, Chloe Giacometti and the recently returned Aine Leonard provided high 

quality coaching to members throughout the year. On a personal level, I have found 

the coaches to be very professional and a pleasure to work with.  

Senior Coaching 

Senior coaching is now in place for all standards and the classes are proving very 

popular. The recent success of the teams in the Senior League is evidence of the 

success of the various coaching groups.  

Junior Coaching 

Junior coaching Term 1 is now in full swing with classes for all age groups and 

standards. In addition, the development lessons have also started.  

Outside Junior Tournaments  

It was great to see so many juniors playing in the external tournaments during the 

summer, especially our younger juniors who are the future of the club. Several of our 

juniors had notable successes winning several singles and doubles events.  
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The progress of the juniors was in evidence during both the senior handicap and 

championship events, with juniors getting to multiple finals and winning titles. 

Special mention to Max Vidal for winning the singles and doubles and to Cara 

Fitzgerald & Will Fitzgerald for winning the mixed doubles.  

It also bodes well for the club that we had many juniors playing adult league for 

Sandycove in 2022.  

 

Colin Wardlaw - Tennis Development Officer  
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Squash Captain's Report 

Squash is on the rise again after a tough few years. We lost 30% of our membership 

during the lockdown as members either retired from the game or went elsewhere 

where the playing rules were more lax.  

I took over as Squash Captain in May 2022. Barry Rowan took on the Vice Captain 

role. I immediately met with the Club President and the Treasurer to give them an 

account of where we were at. I explained we had lost membership and that we were 

keen to get things going again. I asked for the court lights to be made free which they 

agreed to. This was well received by squash members.  

My priority has been to increase membership from 50, when I took over as Captain, 

to 75 by May 2023. To achieve this, the Committee agreed to introduce a moratorium 

on the proposing and seconding process of joining the club for new members who 

may not know anyone in the squash club. We put a message out on a couple of local 

forums.  

Already we have seen an increase in membership. We are now at 58. We are hoping 

to attract more junior and female members. A junior squash camp set for 2023 will, 

we hope, bring new players into our game and our club.  

The Club Championship took place for the first time in two years, albeit later in the 

year in September. Euan Mann won the Cup and Tony Richardson won the Plate. We 

had a get together in the Club Bar for the first time in two years, with pizza and 

drinks. The event was a real success and well attended. We will bring the Club 

Championship back to May next year.  

We are entering two teams in the Leinster Squash League which kicks off in mid 

November, a little later than usual. Our Division 5 and 6 teams are well placed to win 

both leagues.  

Bob Toal  Squash Captain 

Barry Rowan  Squash Vice Captain   
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Pavilion and Grounds 

The following work was carried out on the grounds this year: 

• Mirrors were installed on the exit gate from the club. 

• The men’s sauna was remodelled and upgraded. 

• New security locks were installed. 

• The changing rooms were deep cleaned. 

• A new boiler was installed. 

• Screen netting was installed at the back of the courts. 

• New scoreboards were put in place. 

 

 

Tony Collison – Pavilion and Grounds Officer 
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Bar Report 

On 24th January 2022 the lounge reopened to great fanfare after two long years of 

closure due to Covid-19. We are so lucky to have this facility at our club; it is the 

perfect space for relaxing after a game and cementing friendships. 

Throughout the year we saw many of Sandycove’s much loved events returning to the 

clubhouse: Club nights, Bridge afternoons, Fish and Chips night, committee 

meetings, pennant homecomings, handicap tournaments and the jewel in the crown 

of our summer festivities - the Club Championships.  The Championships saw an 

extremely busy fortnight for the bar. Many thanks to all staff and members for their 

hard work throughout.  

The bar was privileged to host the once-in-a-lifetime homecoming, Sunday 23rd 

October, to celebrate Mary O’Connell’s magnificent achievement in receiving the 

Muriel Bolton award from DLTC. She wasn’t alone that day with four pennant-

winning league teams to keep her company, not to mention her adoring fans. 

Congratulations to the league teams and especially to you Mary, your club couldn’t be 

more proud of you. Thank you Orla Maher for your hard work on this day and for 

keeping the Christmas Show troupe refreshed on the other recent Sundays. 

In May, the draught beer refrigeration system underwent significant refurbishment 

thus futureproofing it from further expenditure for a number of years.  

While holding off for as long as we could throughout the year, we have had to 

implement a few small price increases across our product range due to continuing 

price hikes from suppliers. 

I will be retaining this role for the coming year and Mark Dowling has very 

generously agreed to work alongside me with a view to possibly assuming the role 

himself for 2023/24. 
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I must give special thanks to David Hanley, Catherine McCooey, Paul McMillan, 

Mary O’Connell, Tim McNichols and my fellow committee members for invaluable 

advice and counsel during this last year. 

Last but not least a huge thank you to the team behind the bar: Eva, Oisin, Larry, 

Lara, Kate, Katie, Anna, Caoimhin, Mark, Hamish, Niamh P, Lucy, Niamh O and 

Juliet. Your tireless efforts during the year are very much appreciated by all! 

 

Stephen McGoohan - Bar Manager 
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Committee 

 

President David Hanley 

Vice President Colin Grant 

Hon Treasurer Paul McMillan 

Hon Secretary Clodagh Lowry 

Ladies’ Captains Mandy O’Neill / Jenny McCann 

Men’s Captains Paul Fitzgerald / Greg McDowell 

Squash Captain Bob Toal 

Squash Vice Captain Barry Rowan 

Junior Tennis Officer Jen Drury Byrne 

Development Officer Colin Wardlaw  

Bar Manager Stephen McGoohan 

Social Secretary not filled 

Pavilion & Grounds Officer Tony Collison 

  

Club Administrator Catherine McCooey 

 


