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Annual General Meeting 

Please take notice that the Annual General Meeting of the Club will be held on 

Wednesday 24th November 2021 at 8.00 p.m. on Zoom.  

If you wish to attend the meeting, it will be necessary to register in advance. Please 

email sandycovetscagm@gmail.com by no later than 5pm on Sunday 21st November 

2021.  Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 25th November 2020 will be 

posted on www.sandycovetsc.ie in advance for your perusal. 

Agenda 

1. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 25th November 2020 

2. Correspondence 

3. Consideration of the Committee’s Report and financial statements for the twelve 

months ending 30th September 2021 (enclosed) 

4. Election of Committee and Officers for the coming year 

5. Appointment of Children’s Officers 

6. Motions for Consideration 

7. Another other business 

 

Signed on behalf of the Committee: 

 

Ruth Milne - Honorary Secretary -  

12th November 2021 

mailto:sandycovetscagm@gmail.com
http://www.sandycovetsc.ie/
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President's Report 

Dear Members, 

I am delighted to be writing this report as we await the lifting of more Covid 19 

restrictions, I’m sure it won’t be too long now.  Looking back over the last twelve 

months we have endured quite a bit as a tennis club and in our own lives.  We have 

fared very well, and I look forward to good times ahead for each and every one of us. 

I have enjoyed my time as President and thank you for the honour.  I learnt lots from 

so many different people that I have engaged with over the last year.  My overriding 

takeaway is the level of friendship and community that exists in Sandycove, it’s 

wonderful and available to us all. 

This year’s committee, Ruth, Bill, Anita, Aileen, Mandy, John F, Paul, Colin, Tim 

Alan, Paddy and Eoin worked tirelessly on your behalf in their roles.  They ensured 

we had a Club operating at its best this year, with good tennis, good friendships and 

good health for everyone.  A great group of people, they threw themselves into their 

roles right from the start.  Each was enthusiastic and considered their brief carefully.  

They made plans and executed them individually and collectively, they deserve a 

huge applause and our thanks – well done.  They did a terrific job. 

Our club functions, and in fact thrives, on the work of volunteers.  I thank all those 

who volunteered this year along with our committee, organising and joining in with 

great enthusiasm and flair.  Thanks to Mary Donohoe, James O’Sullivan and Mairead 

for their guidance and work on our grounds this year. As I am writing this, other 

great volunteers, Mary O’Connell and Rory O’Hagan along with the BBQ chefs, Des, 

Mick and Gerry are waiting in the wings, ready to run our first indoor event as soon 

as we are allowed - I can’t wait.  Joe Cunningham, our super photographer, did a 

wonderful job too, taking photos and putting videos together to keep us all informed 

in a delightful way. Anne McMahon runs fantastic bridge sessions on Tuesdays by 

Zoom – they’re great, and of course, our ever-popular Club Night organised by Mary 

and Agnes.  Volunteering in Sandycove is rewarding and fun.  If you are any way 
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inclined and want to join in, you will be welcomed warmly and there is always 

something to do. 

We used our time well in our endeavours all year and even though the clubhouse was 

closed last Christmas, we weren’t deterred, we got started – putting a big festive 

Christmas tree on the balcony and introducing ourselves by video message – I’m sure 

you enjoyed that – Mandy is a great videographer. 

From early on we planned lots of tennis for when we could play and had a successful 

spring and summer with our team tennis, free adult coaching and our highly 

competitive and fun handicaps and championships.  The quality of tennis being 

played in Sandycove this year is spectacular and we had so many top-class and nail-

biting matches during our championships.  We wondered about our championship 

finals night, and I think our captains got it spot on – what a super success.  

Our squash players are just back after a long closure, and I know they will enjoy great 

games on our newly refurbished courts for a long time to come.  It would be great to 

see more members and I would encourage our squash players to get together and 

seek out like-minded people to join. 

We have welcomed many new tennis members over the last year and had a terrific 

new members night earlier in the summer.  I know you are all enjoying Sandycove to 

its fullest and now that we are nearly back to normal, make sure you add our social 

tennis nights to your diary. 

Our great club wouldn’t be the place it is without Catherine McCooey. Catherine 

made my job and that of all committee members so much easier with her calm and 

knowledgeable input.  She is always ready to help in an efficient and effective manner 

– thanks Catherine. 

Rob Neiland too has been on hand, always willing and putting himself forward.  He 

helped greatly during the grounds upgrade and continues to help whenever asked – 

thanks Rob. 
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As with all organisations small and great, there are challenges and we have had a few 

this year too.  I would like to particularly thank Conor O Reilly, Frank McCooey and 

Philip Bayfield for their considered advice during the year, it was valuable and 

appreciated. 

I would like to wish our new President and committee the very best for the next year.  

I am confident they will serve us all with great ability, enthusiasm and fun. 

Finally, it’s you, our members, that are the most important ingredient in Sandycove’s 

success.  It’s your love of tennis and squash, your friendships and your participation 

in every aspect of these activities that makes being a part of Sandycove such fun and 

so rewarding.  Thank you. 

Barry Totterdell - Club President 
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Honorary Secretary’s Report 

It has been great to get back to business as usual, at least in the latter half of 2021, 

and see lots of activity in the Club. As Honorary Secretary, I would like to thank all of 

the Committee for their support and teamwork during our term. Special thanks must 

go to Catherine McCooey for her fantastic work, to Bridget O’Hare for producing and 

editing the annual report and to Conor O’Reilly for his guidance throughout the year. 

Child Protection 

Our Children’s Officers (Natalie Flanagan and Keith O’Byrne (also Designated 

Liaison Person)) have worked very hard this year to ensure the protection of our 

junior members. The Safeguarding Self-Assessment was completed on behalf of our 

tennis members in July 2021. It will be completed on behalf of our squash 

membership before the end of November 2021. This is a nationwide programme 

from Sport Ireland which ensures that all sporting bodies affiliated to Sport Ireland 

maintain a high standard of child protection and follow recommended procedures 

and guidelines. 

As part of this process, our Child Protection policy has been updated and many 

thanks to Keith and Natalie for their dedication to this process. Thanks also to the 

Committee and coaching staff for their input and commitment to providing a safe 

environment for our junior members.  

Tennis - Senior Membership  

Our total tennis membership now stands at 878. Of this amount, the senior playing 

membership consists of 530 members with 45 new members joining this year. The 

total membership has increased by 87 since last year and the Club is operating a 

waiting list for new applications. 

We are delighted that our members can enjoy our regular club social and competitive 

activities such as Club night and the internal box leagues again this year.  
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Tennis - Junior Membership  

We have 254 junior members and 72 student members. Of these numbers, we have 

51 new junior members and 4 new student members this year. There is an increase of 

34 members in these categories from last year which reflects a strong base in our 

youth membership. 

Squash – Membership 

Our Squash membership stands at 46 members which is a reduction from last 

year. Now that normal play has resumed, we hope that our squash members are 

thriving on being back on court. 

Thank you 

Many thanks to Dowling Solicitors for facilitating the annual renewal of our bar 

licence in September. 

 

Ruth Milne – Honorary Secretary 
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Honorary Treasurer’s Report 

I am pleased to report that the Club continues to enjoy a healthy financial position. 

This is despite a very difficult year full of uncertainties. We had another significant 

surplus of €43,533 from our activities for the year ended 30th September 2021. This 

enhances our reserves further, giving us a Net Assets position of €1,065,465 at our 

year end, up from €1,021,932 last year. 

I would like to thank Catherine McCooey for the great work she does for the Club and 

for all the support she has given me over the last year. Catherine is a great asset to 

our Club.  

Income and Expenditure 

Our overall income grew this year moving from €259,789 to €291,074.  

Our subscription income, increased to €206,721 from €183,156 last year. The 

increase was driven by a strong growth in new members, which generated €24,025 in 

new member levies. Despite being closed for most of the year, the bar made a small 

profit this year of €763. Our Junior Coaching was adversely affected by the Covid 19 

lockdown. The shortfall was €22,793, with an income of €46,695 and an outgoing 

direct cost of €69,488. The Committee made the decision to support the coaches 

during lockdown. 

Depreciation is down from €30,353 to €27,612.  

Some of our expenses increased this year, specifically repairs and maintenance, 

which increased by €30,431. The significant and visible improvements to the exterior 

of the clubhouse, the driveway and perimeter were carried out within budget and a 

big thanks to all those involved: Mairead, Barry and Alan. Another increase was Bank 

Charges, as we continue to collect more of our income electronically every year.  

Most other costs were down on last year, reflecting the reduced activity in the Club.  
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Balance Sheet 

Fixed Assets have reduced from €540,248 to €520,961 as of 30th September 2021. 

This is due to the depreciation charge for the year.  

Our net Current Assets standing at €544,504 leaves us in a very healthy cash 

position. The Committee made the decision to transfer €150,000 to the Club 

Development Reserve Account.  

The Deferred Coaching item in the Current Liabilities represents Coaching Income 

received, for which we have not yet provided the coaching. 

The Net Assets of €1,065,465 reflect the sound financial position of the Club and its 

prudent management over the years.  

Notes to the Accounts 

Depreciation is provided for at 12.5% on a straight – line basis, for the 12 months, in 

respect of floodlights, fixtures and fittings and 10% in respect of tennis courts. 

Finally, I believe these accounts set out a very positive position from which the Club 

can look forward to enjoying many great years of sport and friendship. 

 

Bill Godwin – Honorary Treasurer 
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Accountant’s Report 

In accordance with the instructions given to us, we have examined the attached 

Income and Expenditure Account and Balance Sheet. The accounts are in accordance 

with the underlying records and with the information and explanations given to us. 

 

Noel Ryan and Associates, 

Certified Public Accountants & Registered Auditors, 

7 Cabinteely Close, 

Dublin 18.
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SANDYCOVE TENNIS & SQUASH CLUB                                                                
INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 

for the year ended 30th SEPTEMBER 2020  

  30/09/2021 30/09/2020 

 

 

  € €  

 INCOME   
 

 Subscriptions Tennis 194,071 169,271  

 Subscriptions/Coaching Squash 12,650 13,885 
 

 Coaching Income 46,695 45,288  

 New Member Levies 24,025 18,885 
 

 Summer Programme  12,870 16,680 
 

 Bar Receipts 13,754 13,886 
 

 Cost of Sales 6,623 11,001  

 Gross Profit                                                       52% 7,131 2,885 
 

 Overheads 6,368 7,104 
 

 Net Bar Profit/(Loss)                                           763 (4,219) 
 

  291,074 259,789  

    
 

 EXPENDITURE € €  

 Depreciation 27,612 30,353  

 Bank Interest & Charges 4,230 3,366 
 

 Summer Programme 12,207 15,120  

 Competitions & Prizes 4,281 2,709 
 

 Functions 1,590 1,119 
 

 Coaching 69,488 62,636  

 Tennis Development 6,990 10,475 
 

 Repairs & Maintenance 50,757 20,326  

 Electricity & Gas 5,143 7,017 
 

 Insurance 5,956 5,737 
 

 Rates 0 2,619 
 

 Supervision & Caretaking 28,218 24,702 
 

 Web, Office, Phones 11,773 13,984  

 Kitchen/Cleaning/Misc 17,844 23,721 
 

 Accountancy 1,452 1,476  

  247,541 225,361  

    
 

 SURPLUS FOR YEAR 43,533 34,428  
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SANDYCOVE TENNIS & SQUASH CLUB BALANCE SHEET                                                                                                            
as at 30TH SEPTEMBER 2021 

 

 

 

NBV     
01/10/20 ADDN DEPR 

NBV         
30/09/21 

 

 

 
 

 FIXED ASSETS € € € €  

 Land & Buildings 412,210  0 412,210  

 Tennis Courts 42,175  14,058 28,117  

 Squash Courts 30,473  0 30,473  

 Floodlights 439  439 0  

 Fixtures & Fittings 54,950 8,326 13,115 50,161  

        

  540,247 8,326 27,612 520,961  

      
 

    

30/09/2
1 30/09/20 

 

    € €  

 FIXED ASSETS:   520,961 540,248  

 CURRENT ASSETS     
 

 Bar Stock   1,397 0  

 Cash at Bank & In Hand   561,400 498,581  

 Debtors & Prepayments   403 390  

    563,200 498,971  

      
 

 CURRENT LIABILITIES   € €  

 Creditors & Accruals   3,009 2,287  

 Deferred Coaching Income   15,687 15,000  

    18,696 17,287  

 TOTAL ASSETS      
 

 LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES   1,065,465 1,021,932  

      
 

 FINANCED BY:     
 

    € €  

 Opening Reserves   771,932 887,504  

 Club Development Reserve   250,000 100,000  

 Surplus for Year   43,533 34,428  

    1,065,465 1,021,932  
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Tennis Captains’ Report 

It’s been great for us all to get back to playing tennis post lockdown and our goal has 

been to focus on the tennis community across all levels within the club. Your 

Captains, both Ladies’ and Men’s, have worked closely together throughout the year 

looking to ensure on your behalf that we strike a balance within the club - one which 

offers both a competitive and fun environment. This year has been one of ‘renewal’ 

facilitated by the refurbishment of our grounds and ‘energy’ with an influx of new 

members adding great vibrancy to the club. It has been and continues to be a great 

pleasure and privilege to serve the greater membership of what is a terrific members-

driven community Club that is Sandycove TSC. 

Club Handicaps 

The handicaps ran for two weeks from 5th to 17th July. We had a great entry with 97 

players taking part in five events. Some extraordinary matches were played over two 

beautiful weeks. The level of competitive games and the many three-setters was a 

clear indication that the handicap committee got the handicaps just right!  

Finals’ day proved to be one of the hottest days of the summer but that did not put off 

the players who played some fantastic tennis giving the small number of permitted 

spectators a real treat on the balcony.  

Prizegiving was held on Finals Day as we were still living under the restrictions of 

Covid 19. 

Many thanks to Mary O’Connell for all her help throughout the whole tournament.  

Handicap Results 

 
Ladies’ Handicap Singles Winner Oilbhe Doyle 

 Runner Up Mary Donohue 

Men’s Handicap Singles Winner Ian Brady 

 Runner Up Patrick Dempsey 
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Ladies’ Handicap Doubles Winners  Marianne McCaffrey & Elaine Prior 

 Runners Up Fionnuala Hayes & Zuilmah Wallis 

   

Men’s Handicap Doubles Winners Andrew Browne & Gary Grace 

 Runners Up Patrick Dempsey & Michael Kilty 

   

Mixed Handicap Doubles Winners Siobhan Smyth & Gary Grace 

 Runners Up Lara McNichols & Tim McNichols 

   

Club Championships 

This year’s Senior Club Championships ran for two weeks from August 15th finishing 

with Finals Day on Saturday August 28th. We were very lucky this year to witness 

some very exciting tennis over two weeks in glorious sunshine. We had 133 players, 

who played a total of over 180 matches across 11 events. 

A major part of the Championships as always is the balcony crowd and we counted 

our blessings this year that we were able to host spectators in a Covid 19-compliant 

manner. Many thanks to all who helped make the Championships a success, 

especially Mary O’Connell who was an enormous help running the championship 

schedule. 

A big shout-out too goes to our amazing caterers: Agnes Danaher, Mairead Totterdell 

and Catherine McCooey. 

Also, a big thanks to Joe Cunningham for the fabulous photography and to Michael 

Butler for organizing the Men’s Over 65’s event. 

The Championships event and prizegiving was an informal event, held in the grounds 

of the club and which proved to be a fantastic success with lots of members 

requesting that this format continue.  
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Championship Results 
 

Ladies’ Singles Winner Chloe Giacommetti 

 Runner Up Lucy Butler 

Men’s Singles Winner Oisin O’Hanlon 

 Runner Up Will Fitzgerald 

   

Ladies’ Doubles Winners  Sandie O Callaghan & Sarah Emerson 

 Runners Up Orla Patton & Chloe Giacometti 

   

Men’s Doubles Winners Will Fitzgerald & Cormac Jennings 

 Runners Up Rob Neiland & Steve Gill 

   

Mixed Doubles Winners Chloe Giacometti & Steve Gill 

 Runners Up Rebecca McNally O Rourke & 

Rob Neiland 

   

Ladies 8-up Doubles Winners Yvonne Fitzsimmons & Liz Murphy 

 Runners Up Natalie Doyle & Sarah Jane Lloyd 

   

Men’s 8-up Doubles Winners Caoimhin Cronin & Samuel Hughes 

 Runners Up Andrew Browne & Ken Browne 

   

Lucky Dip Mixed Doubles Winners Paul Curran & Joan Heelan 

 Runners Up Ken Browne & Natalie Doyle 

Men’s Over 65 Doubles Winners Joe Cunningham & Paul Murphy 

 Runners Up Giles Kerr & Pat Leamy 

 

Ladies’ Singles Plate Winner Lisa Morgan 

 Runner Up Clodagh Lowry 

Men’s Singles Plate Winner Frank McCooey 

 Runner Up Iain Walker 
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Club Night 

We are very grateful to Mary O’Connell and Agnes Danaher for their dedication to 

running Club night on behalf of our members. Please see below a note from them: 

On the 14th of June 2021, after a 15 month wait, Club Night started once again. It 

was wonderful to see the familiar faces arriving and to see so many new members 

coming down to see what this social night of tennis was all about. We have had 30 

plus enthusiastic players most weeks since.  

The format remains the same.  Two hours of mixed doubles starting at 8pm each 

Monday (except Bank Holidays). There are five rounds each lasting 20 minutes 

using table tennis scores. Pairings chosen by computer so you never know who you 

will be playing with until the round is announced! The best three scores of each 

night are recorded and counted over a four-week period and some prizes awarded 

at the end of said four weeks. Club night is open to all senior members and to all 

standards of tennis.  

We have been very fortunate with the weather to date and fingers crossed this 

continues going forward until we are allowed back into the Club House again to 

have the post-match drinks.  Here’s looking forward to another year of Club Night 

Monday fun!!! 

Mary and Agnes 

Skills Improvement Sessions 

We hosted some skills improvement sessions for enthusiastic tennis players who 

wanted to dust off a new shot or two after many months of not being able to play any 

tennis. This ran over three Sundays in June and proved to be a very popular session 

for both men and ladies. 

New Sandycove Gear 

We were delighted this year to team up with Cian O’Higgins and to introduce new 

Sandycove gear available to men and ladies. There was very positive feedback from 
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the members with orders coming in thick and fast. We will continue to inform 

members when new orders are being placed. 

New Members Night 

We held a night for new members in May when restrictions started to ease. Over 25 

new members played the usual club night format, efficiently run as usual by Mary 

O’Connell and Agnes Danaher. The new members were introduced to our Head 

Coach Aine Leonard, our tennis captains and our Club President. It was a very 

successful night with excellent feedback from new members. A great way to get to 

know the club and meet other new members. 

Internal Box Leagues 

We are delighted that easing of restrictions has allowed our Internal Box Leagues 

(the “Boxes”) to recommence this autumn. The Boxes provide an excellent 

opportunity for social and competitive tennis right through until Spring each year 

and we would encourage players of all standards to join in.  It’s also a great 

opportunity for new members to integrate into the club in a friendly and competitive 

format. Many thanks to Natalie Flanagan and Ruth Milne for organising them. 

Ladies DLTC Winter League 

Our one and only interclub competitive league this year was Winter League which 

commenced on Sunday 12th September and ran over five weeks.  We entered seven 

teams this year after a whooping 84 ladies put their names down to play, so 

competition for places was extremely tough. Sandycove squad had a great campaign 

with two of our brilliant teams making it to playoffs. Our Class 6 team, captained by 

Mairead Totterdell came up against a very strong Charleville. There were three very 

close games, with Anna McGinley and Anna Quinn victorious at first pairing, but 

Jenny and Fiona and Mairead and Oisine were unlucky to come off the wrong side of 

gruelling three-setters.  
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Our Class 7 team, captained by Mary Donohue, were up against it in a very tough 

playoff away to Sutton. This team also pulled off a win at first pairing - Niamh 

Hughes and Ellen O'Carroll had an excellent campaign and won their final game, but 

their team mates were not as fortunate - Oilbhe and Elaine and Mary and Aisling 

fought hard, but it wasn't to be. While neither team were victorious in their play off, 

every single team member and sub who was involved throughout the campaign can 

be very proud. 

Unfortunately, one of our two Class 3 teams was relegated. Very ably captained by 

Linda Walsh, this team battled their hearts out but were in a very tough section, 

pitched against some serious opposition. Onwards and upwards for next year!! 

A big shout out to all the subs who helped out in this year’s campaign. The next 

Winter League is only around the corner - so we can have another crack at it soon! 

Ladies Internal Team Event 

As a result of the cancellation of the various DLTC league games, when restrictions 

lifted, we ran an internal ladies team competition in June this year. We had four 

teams, each consisting of 12 players who played a round robin format over three 

Sundays. There were some epic battles over the campaign with Sarah White’s 

Scorpions triumphing well in the end. This was the first competitive tennis we played 

in 2021 and it was brilliant to see the return of such spirit, craic and competitiveness 

in ladies’ tennis in Sandycove. 

Ladies Senior League Training  

We held two pre- league training sessions for ladies running over two Sundays to 

ensure all ladies senior teams were in top form for their league battles. The sessions 

were open to all players who had put their name down to play in this year’s Winter 

League and were run with coach Catalin Iordan. These sessions were extremely 

popular and provide invaluable training and hitting practice before commencement 

of league.  
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Men’s DLTC Winter League 

It was great to finally enter teams into a DLTC League with the Winter League being 

brought forward from its traditional January start. We entered seven teams, with 

huge interest in evidence from the men’s side of the club, reflecting the injection of 

new and returning members. Thanks to all the subs who stood in ably when 

required.  Unfortunately, the very social aspect of the league was lacking this year as 

Covid 19 restrictions precluded us from partaking of the usual tea and sandwiches 

after the matches.  But hopefully that will all be back for the next Winter League, 

which will revert to its usual January start next year. 

After five weeks of enjoyable team tennis, three teams topped their sections and 

therefore had home advantage on Sunday 17th October.  Two of our teams, the thirds 

and sevenths secured promotion to Class 3 and 6 respectively and played the 

quarterfinals at home on Sunday 31st Oct. Our thirds bowed out after a terrific match 

against Stackallen losing 2/1, whilst our seventh team progressed impressively to the 

semi-final where they face Greystones. The support from the balcony has been a 

really positive factor in the playoffs.  It is also great to report that all the teams that 

did not make the playoffs maintained their Class standing.  

Many thanks to team captains Ken Browne, Keith O Byrne, Tom O Higgins, Greg 

McDowell, Harry Wall, Ivan Brady and Frank McCooey. 

Men‘s Team Tennis 

The men’s team tennis followed the same format as the ladies, with four teams of 12 

people.  It was a fantastic way to reintroduce competitive tennis in a friendly and 

social manner after the opening up of the Club.  The event was run on a Friday 

evening and provided the first opportunity to avail of the bar after the long Covid 19 

lockdown.  New partnerships evolved and many new members cut their teeth in their 

first competitive outing in over a year. The O’Higgins Marauders won out in the end 

with the winning captain Cian O’Higgins delighted to take the trophy. 
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Tennis Masters Seasons Report 

Tennis Masters organizes tennis for senior men (over 70) and this comprises of 

leagues and competitions of men’s doubles at 70+, 75+ and 80+.  Due to Covid 19, 

there was no competition earlier in the year, but the schedule got into full swing on 

September 1st. 

The 80+ competition was played on September 1st hosted by Sandycove with five 

clubs competing, each fielding one doubles pairing, on a round robin basis.  

Sandycove with a depleted squad, finished a creditable third. Bill Brennan captained 

the team and cleverly rotated with Des Fitzgerald, John Carroll, Leo Conway and 

John Richardson.  Templeogue had a well-deserved victory on the day with a team 

led by an 86-year-old, whilst Carrickmines fielded Eddie French, still going strong at 

88!!  

The 75+ league started on September 8th. There were five clubs playing each fielding 

two doubles pairs.  Sandycove were in pole position as leaders after completion of the 

pool matches and qualified for the Grand Final on October 13th at 11am away to 

Templeogue. The team was ably captained by Ken Peare marshalling his squad 

featuring John O’Riordan, Bill Delaney, Dermot Finucane and Michael 

Butler. Having won the trophy since its inauguration in 2018, we were just shaded on 

Grand Finals Day by Templeogue on a countback of points won in the tie. 

The 70+ league started on September 6th. Sandycove are in Class 2, due to injuries to 

stalwart Tim Eaton (who did feature left-handed in a match!) and to captain Giles 

Kerr.  Six clubs played, each fielding two doubles pairs.  Sandycove, with an unbeaten 

record, progressed to the Grand Final which took place October 11th at 11am. Squad 

members included Michael Butler, Tim Eaton, Pat Leamy, Colin McCrea, Stephen 

O’Brien, Ken Peare, Pat Smyth and Brian Walsh. Following an unbeaten run in the 

pool stages we beat Fitzwilliam 4-0 on Grand Finals Day to win Class 2 guaranteeing 

a return to Class 1. 

Aileen Regan / Mandy O’Neill –  Ladies Captains 

John F. Burke / Paul Fitzgerald    –  Men's Captain 
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Junior Report 

The Junior Officer has overall responsibility for co-ordinating and managing all 

tennis and social activities for junior members, with support from the Tennis 

Development Officer (TDO) and coaches. This year unfortunately there was no 

Junior Committee. 

The aim is to provide all junior members with a safe and fun environment to enable 

them to develop their skills and enjoy tennis as a sociable and competitive sport. 

Activities include the Summer Programme, the Championships, Stars & Stripes, 

camps at midterm school breaks and Easter, Club Afternoon and other social events. 

Summer Programme 

This year we were delighted to run a very successful summer programme with seven 

weeks of summer camp, Junior Handicaps and Junior Championships throughout 

July and August We were very mindful to continue following the Covid 19 guidelines 

and carried on the very successful format from summer 2020 to include our teen 

camp. Many thanks to Head Coach Áine Leonard who dedicated a lot of her time to 

organising this. She was assisted by coaches Rob Neiland and Catalin Iordan. 

Together they ran a fantastic summer programme which the juniors enjoyed 

immensely. We had 17 assistants, all of whom are older junior members, who worked 

for one or two weeks helping the coaches. We enjoyed amazing weather for much of 

the summer, and the freezer offered welcome cool treats at the end of each session.  

The Handicaps and Championships finals days were very fantastic occasions and we 

welcomed back the BBQ and ice creams which went down so well! Many thanks to all 

the volunteer umpires from our senior and junior members on both finals days. 
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Junior Championships Results 

Stars & Stripes 

Stars & Stripes is a local friendly inter-club tournament for junior players ranked 

outside the top 70 in Leinster. The clubs participating this year were Sandycove, 

Glenageary, Monkstown, Blackrock, Shankill, Bray, Leopardstown and 

Newtownpark. It is a great opportunity for juniors who don't play outside Junior 

tournaments to represent their club in a competitive environment and make new 

friends along the way. The format is based on a joint girls and boys team for U12 and 

 Winner Runner-up 

U9 Orange Ball Hugo Brady Saffron Nolan 

   

   

U12   

Girls Singles Sarah White Laura Emerson 

Boys Singles Peter LeRoux Sam Kane 

Girls Doubles Rebecca Begley & Laura Emerson Kitty Cronin & Emma Holmes 

Boys Doubles Peter LeRoux & Conor Emerson Sam Kane & Cuan Daniels 

Mixed Doubles Laura McDowell & Peter LeRoux Kitty Cronin & Sam Kane 

   

U14   

Girls Singles Sophie FitzGerald Cara FitzGerald 

Boys Singles Alex Wardlaw Conor Flanagan 

Girls Doubles Cara FitzGerald & Sophie FitzGerald Katy Hickey & Mia Morrissey 

Boys Doubles Max Kane & Conor Flanagan Daniel Nolan & Conor Curran 

Mixed Doubles Cara FitzGerald & Alex Wardlaw Sophie FitzGerald & Zach Bailey 

   

U16/U18   

Girls Singles Rebecca McNally O’Rourke Lucy O Brien 

Boys Singles Ronan Prior Aidan Leahy 

Girls Doubles Rebecca NcNally O’Rourke & Lucy 

O’Brien 

Eva Kane & Niamh Prior 

Boys Doubles Ronan Prior & Aidan Leahy  Thomas Fives & Alex Wardlaw 

Mixed Doubles Rebecca McNally O’Rourke & Aidan 

Leahy 

Eva Kane & Mark Gill 
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U14, each having a spring and autumn tournament. This year there was no spring 

tournament due to Covid 19 but our super Under 12 team won the trophy in the 

autumn with a very exciting final against Glenageary and the boys won the overall 

best boys team. The Under 14 tournament is starting in early November. Many 

thanks to Shelagh Cunningham for her continuing involvement.  

Club Afternoon 

Rob Neiland continued to provide much fun and games during Club afternoon, 

where juniors are invited to bring a friend along for a couple of hours on a Friday 

afternoon. Many thanks to Rob and his assistants for making this a regular fun event. 

Unfortunately, we really missed our annual Christmas tournament, which was not 

possible this year in the height of Covid 19. 

Teen Grant 

This year the committee applied for and were awarded a grant from DLRCC towards 

encouraging teenage girls to remain in sport and in contact with their clubs. Aine 

Leonard has organised teen cardio events which have just started in October and will 

be a regular feature over the winter months. We plan to run some inter-club friendly 

social events for this age cohort in the coming months. Many thanks to our treasurer 

Bill Godwin for his work on securing this grant.  

We continue to navigate the challenges of Covid 19 but we have made up for lost time 

in the second half of the year! A huge thanks to head coach Áine Leonard who is 

always so enthusiastic and helpful and gave so much of her time organising the 

summer programme. Many thanks to Rob Neiland and Catalin Iordan for their good 

humour and for continuing to make tennis fun for all our juniors. Thanks also to 

Alan Cherry and Catherine McCooey for their admin support. And finally, to our 

president Barry Totterdell and the wonderful committee for being so positive and 

supportive of all the junior initiatives. We have a lot to look forward to in the coming 

year! 

Anita Kane – Junior Officer 
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Development Report 

The principal role of the Tennis Development Officer is to oversee and support the 

Head Coach and coaching team in their delivery of professional coaching services to 

the members, both senior and junior, and to act as the main conduit between the 

Head Coach and the Committee. The Tennis Development programme is influenced 

principally by the Tennis Development Report, the latest edition of which is available 

on the Club website, as well as by feedback from the captains, the Junior Tennis 

Officer and the Committee.  

Our Coaches 

Our Head Coach Aine Leonard along with Rob Neiland and Catalin Iordan have 

provided high quality coaching services to all members throughout the year. Chloe 

Giacometti is a welcome recent addition to the coaching team. I know all our coaches 

provide an excellent service and this is endorsed by the feedback I have received 

from members. On a personal level I have found the coaches to be very professional 

and a pleasure to work with.  

Senior Coaching  

While Covid-19 led to disruptions, the senior coaching and cardio tennis classes are 

now back in full swing and are proving very popular with members. In addition, 

there was pre-league training held prior to the commencement of the recent winter 

league and the success of the campaign, with several teams qualifying for the play-

offs, reflects well on the success of this training (and on the dedication and high level 

of performance of the team members and subs).  

Junior Coaching 

There are currently approximately 140 junior members participating in group 

coaching. The development lessons have also recently started. With the abbreviated 

external junior tournament schedule for 2021, the lessons were allocated using a 
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combination of the criteria within the Development Report and on potential, as 

identified by Aine and the Tennis Development Officer.  

Outside Junior Tournaments  

Despite the restricted tournament calendar, a number of our juniors were very active 

in various tournaments. It was great to see some of our younger members 

participating in external tournaments for the first time, as that is the best way to 

improve your tennis. With a full tournament calendar scheduled for 2022 we will 

hopefully see a high level of participation from our juniors. 

Conor Emerson, Laura Emerson, Max Vidal, Alex Wardlaw and Samuel Long all 

participated in a high number of external tournaments making several semi-finals, 

finals and winning some titles.  

The standout performance from Junior Fitzwilliam was Will Fitzgerald’s getting to 

the last 16 of the Under 18 singles in Junior Fitzwilliam, winning three matches along 

the way.  

 

Colin Wardlaw - Tennis Development Officer  
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Squash Captain's Report 

In a year of seemingly never-ending closures, the game of squash suffered immensely 

and so did our end of the club. The courts lay inauspiciously vacant for the first five 

months of the year and the excitement of matchplay did not return until the end of 

September, over 18 months since it was last experienced in any meaningful capacity. 

For the second year running, no one was crowned club champion and an entire 

season of Leinster league was missed. The game that brings us together was painfully 

taken from us.  

However, the return of squash was marked with the dedication it deserves. Mick 

Richardson gave our two courts a needed painting ahead of the return of matchplay 

on the 20th of September. The date marked a surge in demand for court sessions as 

members picked up where they left off a year and a half ago. Finally, there was a real 

sense of togetherness about the club once again. An almost nostalgic feeling was 

evoked playing against people you hadn’t seen all that time and talking to people on 

the other court in between sets. It truly felt like part of your life that you missed had 

come back - the light at the end of a long, long tunnel.  

In November we will resume our internal box leagues and the much-loved Leinster 

league will return with our A and B team. There is much excitement around the club 

and with free lights on the courts until March, there is no doubt that squash will be 

back in a bigger way than it was before.  

 

Patrick Mooney Squash Captain 

Eoin Whooley Squash Vice Captain 
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Pavilion and Grounds 

The maintenance and refurbishment of the clubhouse and grounds have continued 

throughout the 2020/2021 club season. 

Our six tennis courts, replaced during April 2015, are continuing to wear well with an 

expected life span of a further six years.  Each year these courts are re-furbished to 

maintain an excellent playing standard. This year saw the installation of new nets, 

windbreak netting and repainting of walls around the grounds. A new club house 

exterior colour scheme completed our scheduled maintenance. 

The two squash courts have been refurbished with new paint and replacement 

lighting together with a new emergency exit door at the squash courts level. 

We continue to monitor our gas and electricity usage and bills during the year to 

ensure we are getting the best market rates. Our continued upgrading of energy-

efficient lighting throughout the clubhouse will also contribute to our lower energy 

costs during the course of the next few years. 

Security in the clubhouse and grounds is ongoing with the addition of several 

surveillance cameras. 

The “Clean Seas – turn the tide on plastic” campaign signage around the clubhouse, 

introduced in February 2019, has continued to provide the club with a reduction in 

recycling costs. A big thank you to all club members for your support. 

I would like to thank members of the committee and Catherine McCooey for their 

continued support.  

 

Alan Cherry – Pavilion and Grounds Officer 
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Bar Report 

During the lockdown period, all systems within the bar were maintained and cleaned 

regularly. Due to Covid 19 restrictions and consideration for the health and safety of 

our members, the club bar was open only for outdoor service from 7th June to 

October 22nd. Once bar service was allowed to resume, we offered outdoor table 

service from Monday to Thursday nights and the occasional Friday night tennis 

events.  

Throughout the year, the bar team supported various club events including the Men’s 

and Ladies’ Internal Team challenges, Handicaps and Championship events. The 

highlight of the year was the “At Home” Finals’ night celebration which proved to be 

a very successful event with a special thanks to the significant contribution from all 

the bar staff.  

I wish the incoming Bar Manager and committee every success in 2022. I would like 

to thank the bar staff of Harry, Oisin, Will, Lara, Larry and Kate for all their hard 

work in creating a welcoming bar atmosphere for all members within a Covid 19- 

restricted working environment. 

 

Tim McNichols - Bar Manager 
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Committee 

 

President Barry Totterdell 

Hon Treasurer Bill Godwin 

Hon Secretary Ruth Milne 

Ladies’ Captains Mandy O’Neill / Aileen Regan 

Men’s Captain John F. Burke / Paul Fitzgerald 

Squash Captain Patrick Mooney 

Squash Vice Captain Eoin Whooley 

Junior Tennis Officer Anita Kane 

Development Officer Colin Wardlaw  

Bar Manager Tim McNicholls 

Social Secretary not filled 

Pavilion & Grounds Officer Alan Cherry 

  

Club Administrator Catherine McCooey 

 


