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Annual General Meeting 

Please take notice that the Annual General Meeting of the Club will be held on Wednesday 25 

November 2020 at 8.00 p.m. by Zoom.   

If you wish to attend the meeting, it will be necessary to register in advance. Please email 

sandycovetscagm@gmail.com by no later than 5pm on Sunday 22 November 2020.  Minutes of 

the Annual General Meeting held on 20th November 2019 will be posted on www.sandycovetsc.ie 

in advance for your perusal. 

Agenda 

1. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 20th November 2019 

2. Correspondence 

3. Consideration of the Committee’s Report and financial statements for the twelve months 

ending 30th September 2020 (enclosed) 

4. Election of Committee and Officers for the coming year 

5. Appointment of Children’s Officers 

6. Motions for Consideration 

7. Another other business 

 

Signed on behalf of the Committee: 

 

Ruth Milne - Honorary Secretary -  

12th November 2020 

mailto:sandycovetscagm@gmail.com
http://www.sandycovetsc.ie/
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President's Report 

Dear Fellow Members 

The past twelve months have been a tenure of both a rewarding and steep learning experience for 

me, personally. In the first instance, I wish to express my genuine appreciation for having been 

given the opportunity to fulfil this role and to thank outgoing President, Ken Browne, for his advice 

and guidance, particularly during the early months. 

A club like Sandycove can only function through the huge commitment of a large number of 

volunteers and I am delighted to confirm that this tradition has gone from strength to strength 

during the past year, even under such adverse circumstances that we found ourselves in March 

with the arrival of the corona virus pandemic.   The flavour of the club was never better illustrated 

than when the return to tennis play in May necessitated a pool of members to supervise play at the 

club.  Sandycove stood out among neighbouring clubs in our ability to muster over 90 volunteer 

supervisors to be available for the initial period when everybody was learning how we were to 

behave and the procedures that must be adhered to in order to minimise the spread of the virus.  

The participation illustrated just how important the club is to its members, and its role in the local 

community.  It is my sincere wish for 2021 and beyond that this legacy, the spirit of volunteerism 

and the club’s role in the local community continue to expand and thrive through the activity of the 

club. 

The 2020 Committee has operated in a very efficient and cohesive manner and every individual 

member has performed admirably in the pursuit of managing the club’s affairs, both collectively 

and individually. There was a ready supply of issues that arose throughout the year that none of us 

had experienced before and which necessitated considered and rational assessment together with 

responses.  I would like to take this opportunity of thanking every one of them for their 

commitment and support throughout the year. The highlights and successes of the year are 

included in the following annual reports from the various Committee members. 

The multi-faceted and multi-talented nature of Sandycove was illustrated yet again during 2020 

with the ever-popular (Not the) Christmas Show albeit in its new January slot, which was a huge 

sell-out success despite a number of the cast and crew being nobbled by winter flu.  

Congratulations to all concerned.  Yet again the cast and crew exemplified the diversity that the 

club has within its resources. 
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The year has obviously been dominated by non-tennis events in the broader environment.  If 

nothing else, the shutdown of the country made us all realise just how much we all value our sports 

of tennis and squash.  To that end, I particularly thank the continued support of our squash 

members who have, by virtue of the environment in which they play, been more adversely affected 

than the tennis community.  

We were fortunate enough to be able to have the Junior and Senior Championship events in 

August, albeit without spectators, which is now the norm for sports.  The adult competition also 

provided extra new events to cater for all abilities.  The restrictions did not deter a large support of 

our players who ensured competitive play.  

We welcomed many new members into the club this year.  Whilst you have had limited 

opportunities to attend events that we would normally offer at the club, we hope that next year will 

enable us to run more and that you get the opportunity to meet a greater number of the 

membership. Thanks for your ongoing support. 

Catherine McCooey has continued to do a fantastic job as Club Administrator and has been a great 

support to me, the Committee and, indeed, to the entire membership. Thank you, Catherine.  We 

are also indebted to Rob Neiland, who ensured that the club environs were maintained in a safe 

and clean manner for the members when the club reopened for play. I would also like to thank 

Alan Cherry for his valuable assistance throughout the year with the grounds and IT systems, 

notwithstanding that he no longer holds this role on the Committee.  Alan’s help was key to 

amending our booking system in line with Tennis Ireland guidelines so that we were in a position 

to reopen in May 2020.  Fleur Muldowney, in addition to being Lady Co-Captain, was an 

enormous support to me and the Club as Acting Covid-19 Officer.  

I would also like to formally thank Frank McCooey, Joe Cunningham, Jimmy Morrissey and Rory 

O’Hagan for their support and advice during the year for plotting the way forward when difficult 

issues arose that needed to be addressed.  

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to wish the incoming President and Committee every 

success for the coming year.     

 

Philip Bayfield - Club President 
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Honorary Secretary’s Report 

2020 has been a very different year for the Club and one in which we have focussed on ensuring 

that we can provide access to the Club for our members in line with Tennis Ireland and 

government guidelines.  As Honorary Secretary, I would like to thank all of the Committee as well 

as Catherine McCooey for their support and teamwork and to Bridget O’Hare for her help in 

pulling the annual report together.  

Tennis - Senior Membership  

Our total tennis membership now stands at 791. Of this amount, the senior playing membership 

consists of 479 members with 55 new members joining this year.  This number is up on last year’s 

applications and reflects that we welcomed back a number of former members. The increase also 

reflects that tennis was one of the first sports to re-open in May 2020.  

The growth of senior membership reflects the positive perception of the club’s place in the local 

community and the position perception of tennis as a sport. We hope that we will be able to revisit 

our regular club social and competitive activities in the New Year. Club night and the internal box 

leagues are a great way to play competitive tennis and meet new opponents within the Club and we 

hope that they will be back in our regular calendar of activities.  

Tennis - Junior Membership  

Our Junior Membership now stands at 292. This year, we offered membership to 61 juniors and 

students with 54 memberships being taken up. We continue to attract new juniors as well as 

maintain junior membership numbers, ensuring a strong and diverse club.  

Squash – Membership 

Our Squash membership stands at 54 adult playing members and 8 juniors, a total of 66 squash 

members overall.  We hope that circumstances will improve very soon so that our squash members 

can get back to playing competitive squash.   
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Child Protection  

Child protection is of utmost importance to the club. Many thanks to our Children’s Officers - 

Keith O’Byrne and Edel O'Leary for their hard work in ensuring that the high standard of child 

welfare is maintained. Also, thanks to the committee and coaches for ensuring that we comply with 

the requirements of the legislation in relation to registration and vetting.  

The anticipated child safety audit from Tennis Ireland has been delayed. We expect this to take 

place in early 2021. Our focus is to continue improving our child protection standards. 

Thank you 

Many thanks to Dowling Solicitors in facilitating the annual renewal of our Bar Licence in 

September. 

 

Ruth Milne – Honorary Secretary 
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Honorary Treasurer’s Report 

I am pleased to report that the Club continues to enjoy a healthy financial position.  We had a 

surplus of €34,428 from our activities for the year ended 30th September 2020.  This enhances our 

reserves further, giving us a Net Assets position of €1,021,932 at our year end, up from €987,504 

last year. I would like to thank Catherine for all her great help and support to me throughout the 

year – it is much appreciated. Catherine is a great asset to the club. 

Income and Expenditure 

Our overall income was similar this year, moving from €258,101 to €259,789.  Our subscription 

income was up due to a significant number of new joiners which also generated €18,885 in new 

member levies.  Our Junior Coaching income was down this year due to the cancellation of a term 

and a half of coaching due to COVID-19.  Our Summer Program made a small profit under a new 

structure which worked really well - thanks so much to Anita Kane and Áine Leonard. 

Some of our expenses have increased this year, specifically coaching and tennis development 

expenses. Others have come down as a result of inactivity due to COVID-19, specifically 

Repairs/Maintenance.  This gives us a stable level of expenses year on year. 

Balance Sheet 

The value of our Fixed Assets has decreased from €570,600 to €540,248 as at the 30th September 

2020.  This is due to the depreciation charge for the year. 

Our net Current Assets standing at €481,684 leaves us in a very healthy cash position.  The 

Deferred Coaching item in the Current Liabilities represents coaching income received, for which 

we have not yet provided the coaching. The Net Assets of €1,021,932 reflect the sound financial 

position of the Club. 

Notes to the Accounts 

Depreciation is provided for at 12.5% on a straight-line basis, for the 12 months, in respect of 

floodlights, fixtures and fittings and 10% in respect of tennis courts. 

Carl O’Hagan – Honorary Treasurer 
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Accountant’s Report 

In accordance with the instructions given to us, we have examined the attached Income and 

Expenditure Account and Balance Sheet. The accounts are in accordance with the underlying 

records and with the information and explanations given to us. 

 

Noel Ryan and Associates, 

Certified Public Accountants & Registered Auditors, 

7 Cabinteely Close, 

Dublin 18. 
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SANDYCOVE TENNIS & SQUASH CLUB                                                                
INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED                                             

30TH SEPTEMBER 2020  

  30/09/2020 30/09/2019 

 

 

  € €  

 INCOME   
 

 Subscriptions Tennis 169,271 159,390  

 Subscriptions/Coaching Squash 13,885 12,996 
 

 Coaching Income 45,288 58,713  

 New Member Levies 18,885 13,870 
 

 Summer Programme  16,680 10,148 
 

 Bar Receipts 13,886 37,414 
 

 Cost of Sales 11,001 21,762  

 Gross Profit                                                       21% 2,885 15,652 
 

 Overheads 7,104 12,668 
 

 Net Bar Profit/(Loss)                                           (4,219) 2,984 
 

  259,789 258,101  

    
 

 EXPENDITURE € €  

 Depreciation 30,353 30,479  

 Bank Interest & Charges 3,366 3,516 
 

 Summer Programme 15,120 10,198  

 Competitions & Prizes 2,709 8,592 
 

 Functions 1,119 3,304 
 

 Coaching 62,636 54,332  

 Tennis Development 10,475 6,601 
 

 Repairs & Maintenance 20,326 28,431  

 Electricity & Gas 7,017 6,504 
 

 Insurance 5,737 5,354 
 

 Rates 2,619 3,113 
 

 Supervision & Caretaking 24,702 25,734 
 

 Web,Office,Phones 13,984 13,607  

 Kitchen/Cleaning/Misc 23,721 26,205 
 

 Accountancy 1,476 1,414  

  225,361 227,384  

    
 

 SURPLUS FOR YEAR 34,428 30,717  
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SANDYCOVE TENNIS & SQUASH CLUB BALANCE SHEET                                                                                                            
AS AT 30TH SEPTEMBER 2020 

 
      

  
NBV 

01/10/19 ADDN DEPR 
NBV         

30/09/20 
 

 FIXED ASSETS € € € €  

 Land & Buildings 412,210  0 412,210 
 

 Tennis Courts 57,572  15,397 42,175 
 

 Squash Courts 30,866  393 30,473 
 

 Floodlights 2,037  1,598 439 
 

 Fixtures & Fittings 67,915  12,965 54,950  

       
 

  570,600 0 30,352 540,248  

      
 

    30/09/20 30/09/19  

    € €  

 FIXED ASSETS:   540,248 570,600 
 

 CURRENT ASSETS     
 

 Bar Stock   0 3,020 
 

 Cash at Bank & In Hand   498,581 429,302 
 

 Debtors & Prepayments   390 1,586  

    498,971 433,908 
 

      
 

 CURRENT LIABILITIES   € € 
 

 Creditors & Accruals   2,287 2,154  

 Deferred Coaching Income   15,000 14,850 
 

    17,287 17,004  

 TOTAL ASSETS      
 

 LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES   1,021,932 987,504  

      
 

 FINANCED BY:     
 

    € €  

 Opening Reserves   887,504 856,787 
 

 Club Development Reserve   100,000 100,000  

 Surplus for Year   34,428 30,717 
 

    1,021,932 987,504  
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Tennis Captains’ Report 

2020 has clearly been a challenging year on the tennis front with all but Winter 

League being cancelled. It is appropriate to thank all Club members for bearing with 

us on the tennis front and indeed for the good wishes, optimisim and support 

received throughout the year. In particular we would like to thank many of you who 

volunteered as we slowly opened the club for tennis activity following the first 

prolonged lockdown. The reponse in terms of numbers to the club‘s needs spoke to 

the essence of what is the Sandycove TSC community.  

Men’s DLTC Winter League 

Six teams were entered in the DLTC Winter league this year.  

The Club was well represented across the league and faced a significant challenge 

with two teams in Class 3 and Class 4, which in truth stretched resources. It was 

always going to be a challenge and a tough ask to maintain Class positions given this 

and so it proved. 

Our first and 2nd teams (Class 2 and 3) both got to the last eight before bowing out, 

while our 3rd team (2nd of two in Class 3) will move to Class 4 for the 2021 campaign. 

Our 4th team got out of their section and lost in the last 16, while our 5th team will be 

representing the Club in Class 5 in 2021. Our 6th team in Class 5 were unfortunate to 

lose out in an exceptionally strong competition and will be representing us in Class 6 

in 2021.   

In summary, our class level positions for the 2021 campaign are well balanced giving 

the Club the opportunity to target two if not three classes where we can and should 

do very well. We would like to thank our captains R. Ferriera, L. Hemeryck, A. 

Hickey, A. Warren, C. O Higgins and P. Kilduff for raising their hands to lead each of 

the teams. We’d like to send a special shout-out too to Jim O Hanlon who did a great 

job managing the ever-changing well of talent that is the subs pool. 



 

 ~ 13 ~ 

   

Men’s Senior Squad 

We introduced a men’s senior league training squad in 2019 and this was continued 

this year given its success in introducing young talent to the senior ranks. 

Unfortunately, as we all know, given circumstances outside of our control this, as 

with all our league campaigns, was stopped in March. It is the intent of the Club to 

continue and grow this squad training structure post-Covid so that those 

participating in external leagues and representing the Club have the opportunity to 

maintain a high level of standards in advance of any such competitions.  

Men’s Team Tennis 

In the absence of Senior and Floodlit external leagues, a team tennis competitive 

event has been planned for the autumn/winter with 48+ players signing up for this 

internal event. This too has now been put on hold and, as with Senior League 

training, will remain under review with a view to revisiting both when appropriate.  

Club Championships 

A most unusual spectator-free Senior Club Championships ran for two wet and 

windy weeks from August 17th finishing with Finals Day on Saturday August 29th. As 

the handicaps were not played this year, a mix of handicaps were played alongside 

the usual championship matches. 

As always, there were some very competitive and exciting games played throughout 

the two weeks. We also had some new young competitors this year, and it was great 

to see matches being played to such a high standard. 

Many thanks to all who helped make the Championships a success, especially Mary 

O’Connell, Dave Hanley and Harry Wall who formed part of the organizing 

committee. Also a big thanks to Joe Cunningham for fabulous photography and to 

Michael Butler and Joe Cunningham for organizing the over-65 tournament. 

 



 

 ~ 14 ~ 

   

Championship Results 
 

Ladies’ Singles Winner Áine Leonard 

 Runner Up Chloe Giacometti 

Men’s Singles Winner Ronan Sweeney 

 Runner Up Jocelyn O’ Callaghan 

   

Ladies’ Doubles Winners  Áine Leonard & Rebecca McNally 

O’ Rourke 

 Runners Up Sandie O’Callaghan & Sarah Emerson 

   

Men’s Doubles Winners Oisin O’Hanlon & Harry Owens 

 Runners Up Rob Neiland & Steve Gill 

   

Lucky Dip Mixed Doubles Winners Paul Curran & Margaret Worrall 

 Runners Up John F Burke & Margaret Hartnett 

   

Ladies 8-up Doubles Winners Carolyn Moore & Maebh Moore 

 Runners Up Yvonne Fitzsimmons & Liz Murphy 

   

Men’s 8-up Doubles Winners Roy Bailey & Alan Warren 

 Runners Up Tim Eaton & Paul Kilduff 

   

Men’s Over 65 Doubles Winners Jimmy Morrissey & Pat Smyth 

 Runners Up Pat Giles & M.L Keane 

   

Ladies Doubles Handicaps Winner Beth O’ Hare & Emily Collison 

 Runner Up Jeanne Hecksher Doyle &  

Gabrielle Kelly 

   

Men’s Doubles Handicaps Winner  Philip Airey & Denis O’ Reilly 

 Runner Up Paul McMillan & David O’ Sullivan 
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Club Handicaps 

Unfortunately, the club handicaps did not take place this year due to Covid 19 

restrictions. However, we included ladies and men’s doubles handicaps in this year’s 

Championships to make up for lack of club handicaps in this most unusual year! 

Ladies DLTC Winter League 

Little did we know when we lined out for Winter League in January that that would 

be the extent of our competitive league tennis for 2020. Thankfully, we ran a great 

campaign and no Sandycove teams were relegated. Our Class 4 team of Karen 

Johnson © & Aideen Sheehan, Charlotte O’Brien & Anne Hayden, and Linda Walsh 

& Breege English were promoted to Class 3 and only lost in the semi-final (which was 

played in August!) to an extremely strong Blackrock First Team. This brilliant team 

served up many memorable and cracking moments during the campaign. They were 

ably assisted by the wonderful Val Kerr, who stepped in when Breege suffered an 

injury after the second round, and was certainly responsible for our clinching some 

close victories in the knockout stages. 

Meanwhile our Sandycove 5, Class 6 (we had no Class 5 teams this year) almost 

clinched a longed-for promotion to Class 5 but just fell at the final hurdle when 

facing a tricky Stratford 1 in the last 16. The team of Natalie Flanagan & Fiona 

Spillane, Mairead Mackey & Anna Quinn, and Mairead Walsh & Margaret Worrall 

played brilliant tennis throughout the league. They benefited from a strong subs 

panel of Suzanne Quinn, Shelagh Cunningham and Sarah Beth Casey, and were 

really very unfortunate not to get the well-deserved promotion.  

Ladies Charity League 

Charity League remains a very important part of the Ladies Tennis setup in 

Sandycove. This competition traditionally serves as a stepping-stone for DLTC league 

participation, and we are delighted to say that we have a healthy cohort of players 

enjoying Charity League and coming through to regular league as a result. 



 

 ~ 16 ~ 

   

Sarah Beth Casey, Emma Percival and Ann Herbert oversaw the running of this 

league for the captains this year. We are endlessly grateful to those who volunteer to 

help with leagues, as they can be very time-consuming, and we need all the help we 

can get. We would like to say a huge thank you to these three ladies, who never fail to 

step up when asked. 

The Charity League ladies for this year had two teams entered. The first team played 

League 4/5 and comprised of Clodagh Lowry, Sarah-Beth Casey, Fenella Murphy, 

Linda Vidal, Emma Percival and Captain Ann Herbert with subs Ellen O'Carroll and 

Mairead Mackey. With four games played, the ladies had two outright wins against 

Fitzwilliam and Glenalbyn. This was followed by two losses against Templeogue and 

close rivals Monkstown. Alas Covid stopped all play on its tracks. 

The second team played League 6/7. This team comprised of Caroline Grant, Anne 

Marie Murphy, Captain Mary Donohoe, Cliona Butler, Gabrielle Kelly and Kathy 

Osborne and subs Susan Grenell and Corinne Giacometti. The girls had a great 

victory over Newtown Park but suffered losses to Bray and Leopardstown after some 

very tight matches. 

All the Charity League ladies are hoping they can get back to competitive tennis soon, 

and we have a lot of new members who we hope will also be keen to play once the 

competition restarts. 

Ladies Internal Team Event 

As a result of the cancellation of the various DLTC league games, we had planned to 

run an internal ladies team competition. Unfortunately, due to tighter restrictions 

being announced in September, we had to postpone this internal league. Our plan is 

to restart this event as soon as the restrictions go back to a level where internal 

competitions are permitted. 

Thank you all very much.  

Fleur Muldowney/Aileen Regan – Ladies Captains       

John F. Burke       – Men's Captain 
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Junior Report 

The Junior Officer has overall responsibility for co-ordinating and managing all 

tennis and social activities for junior members, with support from the Tennis 

Development Officer (TDO) and coaches. This year unfortunately there was no 

Junior Committee. 

The aim is to provide all junior members with a safe and fun environment to enable 

them to develop their skills and enjoy tennis as a sociable and competitive sport. 

Activities include the Summer Programme, the Championships, Stars & Stripes, 

camps at midterm school breaks and Easter, club afternoon, and other social events. 

Summer Programme 

This year we are very proud to have run a successful summer programme over six 

weeks which culminated in the Junior Championships in August. It was extremely 

challenging given the restrictions placed on the Club by COVID 19. Huge thanks are 

due to Head Coach Áine Leonard who dedicated a lot of her time to organising this 

event. She was assisted by coaches Rob Neiland and Catalin Iordan. Together they 

ran a fantastic summer programme which the juniors enjoyed immensely. We had 16 

assistants, all of whom are older junior members, who worked for one or two weeks 

helping the coaches. A new addition this year was a teen camp which was very 

welcome and popular and we would hope to continue this. 

The Championships finals day was very successful, despite the fact we could not have 

the traditional Junior Talent Show and BBQ; we very much hope to see these 

returning in 2021. Many thanks to our Tennis Development Officer Roy Bailey for 

assisting on finals day, and all the volunteer umpires from our senior and junior 

members. 

  



 

 ~ 18 ~ 

   

Junior Championships Results 

Stars & Stripes 

Stars & Stripes is a local friendly inter-club tournament for junior players ranked 

outside the top 50 in Leinster. The clubs participating this year were Sandycove, 

Glenageary, Monkstown, Blackrock, Shankill, Bray, Leopardstown and 

Newtownpark. It is a great opportunity for juniors who don't play outside Junior 

tournaments to represent their club in a competitive environment and make new 

friends along the way. The format is based on a joint girls and boys team for U12 and 

U14, each having a Spring and Autumn tournament. This year the Boys U12 won the 

trophy in Spring for the best overall boys team. Unfortunately, the Autumn U12 

tournament was paused after one match due to COVID 19.  Thanks to Shelagh 

Cunningham for helping to organise this for the last number of years. 

 Winner Runner-up 

U9 Orange Ball Cahal Smith Hugo Brady 

U10 Green Ball Conor Emerson Rebecca Begley 

   

U12   

Girls Singles Jean McMahon Laura McDowell 

Boys Singles Peter LeRoux James Grant 

Girls Doubles Rachel Desmond & Jean McMahon Laura McDowell & Ailbhe Quinn 

Boys Doubles Peter LeRoux & James Grant Conor Emerson & Kevin Roche 

Mixed Doubles Sarah White & Peter LeRoux Laura McDowell & James Grant 

   

U14   

Girls Singles Kate Begley Sophie FitzGerald 

Boys Singles Conor White Alex Wardlaw 

Girls Doubles Cara FitzGerald & Sophie FitzGerald Emilie O'Brien & Lucy O'Brien 

Boys Doubles Alex Wardlaw & Conor White Zach Bailey & Cillian Murphy 

Mixed Doubles Cara FitzGerald & Alex Wardlaw Kate Begley & Conor White 

   

U16/U18   

Boys Singles Max Vidal Ronan Prior 

Mixed Doubles Katie Cunningham & Daniel Begley Kate Quinn & Stephen McDowell 
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Christmas Tournament 

We ran a Christmas tournament in December where the juniors under 12 were 

invited to bring a friend along for a fun afternoon of tennis, followed by pizza and the 

highlight - a visit from Santa! Many thanks to Bernard O'Hare for doing the honours 

in the red suit and handing out a selection box to all the juniors. Thanks also to Rob 

Neiland for running this event. 

Junior Internal Boxes 

A new addition to the junior social events this year was the internal boxes. Juniors 

were invited to sign up and were then grouped into boxes of similar level players, 

who played each other in a round robin fashion. We hoped to have many afternoons 

of fun but alas only managed one before COVID 19. We would hope to continue this 

in 2021, as it encourages juniors to play similar level players outside of the structure 

of their lessons, and also get match experience. 

Club Afternoon 

Rob Neiland continued to provide much fun and games during Club afternoon, 

where juniors are invited to bring a friend along for a couple of hours on a Friday 

afternoon. Again, this had to be temporarily halted since March. 

In Conclusion 

It was a year like no other, where we had to be creative in keeping junior members 

engaged playing their tennis while staying apart. A huge thanks to head coach Áine 

Leonard who took it in her stride and was so helpful and gave so much of her time 

organising the summer programme. Many thanks to Rob Neiland and Catalin Iordan 

for their good humour and for continuing to make tennis fun for all our juniors. 

Thanks also to Alan Cherry, Catherine McCooey for their admin support. Finally, I’d 

like to thank to our president Philip Bayfield and the wonderful committee for 

guiding me and being supportive of all the junior initiatives. 

Anita Kane – Junior Officer 
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Development Report 

The principal role of the Tennis Development Officer is to oversee and support the 

Head Coach and coaching team in their delivery of professional coaching services to 

the members, both senior and junior, and to act as the main conduit between the 

Head Coach and the Committee. The Tennis Development programme is influenced 

principally by the Tennis Development Report, the latest edition of which is available 

on the Club website, as well as by feedback from the captains, the Junior Tennis 

Officer and the Committee. 

Our Coaches 

Our Head Coach Áine Leonard has been in the role over three years and continues to 

do a really great job, not only with the Juniors but also with the Seniors.  I have 

received nothing but positive feedback from the adults and juniors who have been 

dealing with her, feedback that I would fully endorse from my own dealings with 

Áine. 

Coaching continuity has been provided by Rob Neiland, Catalin Iordan and Neil 

Ryan who have all worked well with Áine and provided critical support. 

Needless to say, the last year has been extremely challenging due to Covid-19. That 

said, however, the coaching team continued to provide an excellent service to all 

members.  

Senior Coaching 

One of the original objectives for Áine was that she would be seen as a Head Coach 

for all members and not just juniors. 

This has continued to be the case as Áine is currently working with numerous groups 

in tennis and cardio fitness classes. 

Over the past year, support and training was again provided by the Head Coach and 

coaching team to the senior men’s and ladies teams before the commencement of the 
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DLTC Winter leagues. Due to Covid-19, all subsequent leagues were cancelled so 

there was no training. This pre-league training is now part of the Head Coach’s 

responsibilities, with the Development Fund currently covering the cost of these 

sessions. This process helps Sandycove to ‘put its best foot forward’ for Winter and 

Summer league campaigns as well as making life a little easier for the captains in 

terms of selections.  

Junior Coaching 

There are currently 160 junior members participating in group coaching. The criteria 

for one-to-one lessons under the auspices of the Development Fund was not followed 

in September as Covid-19 led to the cancellation of tournaments, thereby preventing 

our juniors meeting the criteria. Individual lessons for the next nine months were 

awarded based on junior club championships and on potential as identified by Áine 

and the Tennis Development Officer.  

Outside Junior Tournaments 

Due to Covid-19, tournaments were almost entirely cancelled for the year. However 

Junior Fitzwilliam was played, albeit singles only and with no qualifying events. We 

had two juniors who qualified on merit: Sarah White in the U12 and Max Vidal in the 

U16. Sarah lost a tight two-set match in the round of 32. Max won his first match and 

was beaten in the last 16 by the eventual winner. 

Finally, thanks to Club President Philip Bayfield for the interest shown and time 

given to discuss and agree the various matters that arose during the year.  

 

Roy Bailey - Tennis Development Officer  
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Squash Captain's Report 

Like tennis, squash has been badly hit by the Covid 19 pandemic, only more so. As a 

result, there was no Championship in May nor a Vets Tournament in September and 

continuing restrictions are likely to prevent any internal competitive events this year. 

I am very thankful to John McGovern, the Vice Captain for this year. His skill was 

invaluable in dealing professionally with Covid 19, not least for the excellent 

Powerpoint presentation to 27 members in June.  Thanks also to Jenny Dillon our 

excellent coach for drawing up five drills that could be played during Level 3.  

This is my third and final year as Squash Captain.  It has been a privilege to serve the 

Club through these years and I am confident that squash is being left in a better 

place.  It will recover after Covid 19.  

Paddy Monaghan – Squash Captain 
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Social Report 

Unfortunately, this committee post remained unfilled after the AGM.  We are not 

sure whether this was a premonition of what was to follow later in the year.  

Nonetheless we still managed to have some fine events prior to mid-March.  

Turkey Tournament 

On Sunday 8th December, a fun day was had by all with mulled wine and mince pies 

being served during our annual turkey tournament. This is a popular event and a nice 

way to get into the Christmas spirit! Some nice Caviston’s vouchers were up for grabs 

for the lucky winning team, which included Patrick Bailey on his last hurrah before 

being posted to Malta for work.   

Class 4 Ladies Floodlit Finals 

We were delighted to host the final of the Class 4 Ladies Floodlit League on Tuesday 

26th November, where a strong Donabate team beat Donnybrook. Many thanks to 

the Ladies Co-Captains Fleur Muldowney and Aileen Regan, together with Agnes 

Danagher and helpers for providing a warm Sandycove welcome to the participating 

teams. 

Ladies Christmas Dinner 

We held our annual Ladies Christmas Dinner on Friday 29th November in the club. 

We had a great turnout for tennis beforehand, followed by a very festive and 

enjoyable dinner.  An absolutely fabulous Santa Claus (thank you Agnes Danaher!!) 

arrived in time to entertain us all, and pianist Siobhan Smyth got us into the 

merriment of the occasion. 

Men’s Christmas Miscellany 

This event was held at the club with external caterers thanks to the fantastic 

organisation of Rory O’Hagan and Tim McNichols.  Additionally, thanks to our quiz 

master Fred O’Neill for adding much to the Miscellany.   
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(Not the) Christmas Show 

The ever-popular (Not the) Christmas Show went to stage in its new January slot.  

The talent available at the club shone through.  There were sellout crowds on both 

evenings.  Many thanks to the ‘Dream Team’ – Richie Porter, Helen Curran, Agnes 

Danaher, Alan Cherry and Johnny Fitzsimons for writing and organizing such an 

artistic and entertaining event.  The after-show socialising proved popular with all 

those who attended. 

Six Nations 

John F. Burke arranged in-house viewing of the Irish Six Nations matches ably 

supported by the bar and nibbles.  It proved to be a worthy distraction to the Ladies 

Winter League teams when they arrived for their games as well.   

Art Fundraiser 

Mairead Mackey had the organization of an art fundraising event in support of the 

Irish Cancer Society in full swing until it had to be called off due to the lockdown.  

We are hoping that the supporting artists have kept their canvases, and that the 

postponed event can be held in 2021.   

 

There were sadly many events that could go ahead due to restrictions of club activity, 

including the much anticipated annual At Home Night, which was scheduled to be 

held at the National Yacht Club at the end of August.  Let’s hope that restrictions in 

the coming year will be more relaxed and that we can return to having social events 

for the club in 2021.   
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Pavilion and Grounds 

Alan Cherry retired from the committee this year, and in the absence of a nominee, 

Alan kindly agreed to continue with the day-to-day running of the Pavilion and 

Grounds maintenance.  The committee are grateful for his continued work. 

The maintenance and refurbishment of the clubhouse and grounds has continued 

throughout the 2019/2020 club season. 

Our six tennis courts, replaced during April 2015, are continuing to wear 

exceptionally well with a further expected life span of seven years.  

Earlier in the year we negotiated a reduction in our electricity and gas bills by 

switching to a new supplier. 

Our security surveillance software system was upgraded during the early part of this 

year. 

The “Clean Seas – turn the tide on plastic” campaign signage around the clubhouse, 

introduced in February 2019, has continued to provide the club with a reduction in 

recycling costs. A big thank you to all club members for your support. 

Thanks also to members of the Committee and to Catherine McCooey for their 

continued support.  
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Bar Report 

The first half of the year was a busy time for the club bar. In addition to the regular 

Monday to Thursday nights, the bar team supported many club events including the 

Floodlit League, the Ladies and Men's Christmas parties and of course the Sandycove 

(Not the) Christmas Show. The bar was also happy to support a new initiative by the 

Men's Captain to welcome members to watch the Six Nations rugby on Sunday 

afternoons. 

Unfortunately, the bar had to close its doors in March in line with Covid-19 

restrictions. Since then, all systems within the bar have been maintained and 

cleaned. This will enable the re-opening of the bar when the situation allows. The 

guidelines set out by the Government to the sector will require a review of the 

current bar structure. Although this will present challenges, it will also provide 

opportunities to bring new ideas to this key resource. I wish the 

incoming Bar Manager and committee every success in achieving this in 2021. 

I would like to thank the bar team Anna, Emma, Harry, Oisin and Vivienne for their 

part in making the bar the welcoming place it has always been for members and I 

look forward to the time when the bar can open its doors again. 

Ken Flanagan - Bar Manager 
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Committee 

 

President Philip Bayfield 

Hon Treasurer Carl O’Hagan 

Hon Secretary Ruth Milne 

Ladies’ Captains Fleur Muldowney / Aileen Regan 

Men’s Captain John F. Burke 

Squash Captain Paddy Monaghan 

Squash Vice Captain John McGovern 

Junior Tennis Officer Anita Kane 

Development Officer Roy Bailey 

Bar Manager Ken Flanagan 

Social Secretary  

Pavilion & Grounds Officer  

  

Club Administrator Catherine McCooey 

 


