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Annual General Meeting 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting will be held in the Clubhouse on 

Wednesday 21st November, 2018 at 8pm. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held in the 

Clubhouse on the 22nd November 2017 are available in the office for your perusal. 

Agenda 

1. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on the 22nd November 2017 

2. Correspondence 

3. Consideration of the Committee’s report and financial statements for the twelve months ending 30th 

September 2018 (enclosed) 

4. Election of officers and committee for the coming year 

5. Appointment of Children’s Officers 

6. Appointment of Trustees 

7. Any Other Business 

 

Signed on behalf of the Committee: 

Philip Bayfield - Honorary Secretary 

8th November 2018 
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President's Report 

Dear Fellow Members 

It has been a pleasure to act as your Club President for the past twelve months and I am deeply 

honoured to have been chosen for the role. 

I have been very lucky to have had such an experienced and dedicated Committee to work with.  I 

would like to thank each and every one of them for the relentless commitment and dedication they 

have shown throughout the year and for the support they have all given me. Every one of them has 

given so much of their time to enhance your Club experience and I think they have done a terrific 

job. The highlights and successes of the year are included in the following annual reports from the 

various Committee members. 

This Club is so much more than just a tennis and squash club; it has so many strings to its bow and 

I think this past twelve months have shown that more than ever. The year kicked off with Bernie’s 

Piano Bar, showcasing the marvellous musical talent we have in all age groups in the club.  We had 

a ‘Tennis for Cancer’ event where our many talented artists donated paintings for auction and 

raised over €5,000 for cancer research.  In May we saw the return of the Darren Mooney event, 

which was a very special day with our neighbours Glenageary LTC.  By popular demand, the 

Christmas Show is making a comeback, though it won’t quite make Christmas - it will be staged in 

early January.  Rehearsals are well under way and it promises to be a great show as always.  

Sandycove members have created cycling groups, walking groups and the popular Tuesday bridge 

group. Another hugely successful group this year has been the RAMS, who have gone from 

strength to strength - anybody who thought these veterans’ pennant winning days were over 

couldn’t have been more wrong! I would like to thank all the members who have been involved in 

running our various events; you have helped make the year such an enjoyable one for all. 

We carried out a number of upgrades to the clubhouse this year:  The men’s shower area was 

updated and improved and the squash section of the club was upgraded.  The biggest project we 

tackled was the refurbishment of the lounge.  My sincere thanks to the ‘Operation Transformation 

Team’: Mairead Mackey, Agnes Danaher and Alan Cherry for taking this on.  The project began in 

March and took three months to complete. Their dedication and enthusiasm for the task was 

exceptional; they gave so generously of their time and their attention to detail was second to none. 

They were well-deserved recipients of the Team of the Year award.  I think you will agree that they 
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did a fabulous job. We now have a smart and stylish clubhouse that will be enjoyed by members for 

many years to come.   

I encourage every member to get involved at some stage either on Committee, at social events, or 

just generally giving a helping hand.  It’s more about good fun than hard work and I guarantee it 

will enhance your club experience.   

I would like to thank Catherine McCooey who continues to do such a super job as Club 

Administrator.  Catherine is a crucial support to the members and to every role on Committee. 

My thanks to Aine Leonard and her coaching team for their continued work with our players. This 

year we saw a number of juniors progressing to our adult league teams with great success and I 

look forward to seeing more of our young players coming through next year. 

I would like to thank our outgoing Club Trustees Michael Spellman, Esther Maguire and Mary 

O’Connell, for their commitment to the Club over the years. 

Sadly, as the year came to a close, we lost a legendary Sandycove Champion, Jimmy Casey.  A 

member of the Club for almost seven decades, Jimmy was Club Champion 14 times along with 

winning a number of National titles.  Jimmy also represented Ireland at International Veteran 

tournaments.  As an Honorary Life Member, former Captain, President and Trustee, his 

contribution to this Club has been enormous and he will be greatly missed.  May he rest in peace. 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to wish the incoming President and Committee every 

success for the year ahead. 

 
 

Shelagh Cunningham - Club President 
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Honorary Secretary’s Report 

2018 has been a very successful year yet again for the club on all fronts. As Honorary Secretary, I 

would like to thank all of the Committee as well as Catherine McCooey for their support and team 

work and to Bridget O’Hare for her help in pulling the annual report together. 

Tennis - Senior Membership 

Our senior membership now stands at 466 members with 34 new members joining this year. 

Given that a number of seniors do not re-join each year, it is important that we continue to attract 

new members and maintain the great traditions of the club.  The number joining this year is 

slightly down on last year’s applications.  The continued growth of senior membership reflects the 

positive perception of the club’s place in the local community and the reputation of the club for 

providing competitive tennis with a social aspect is a key factor in attracting new members.   Club 

night and the internal boxes are a great way for new members to integrate into the club and find a 

level of tennis that they are happy to compete at. 

Tennis - Junior Membership 

The junior membership is very healthy at more than 336 members. This year we offered 

membership to 57 juniors. We continue to attract new juniors as well as maintain junior 

membership numbers ensuring a strong and diverse club. 

Squash 

Our squash captains, Paddy Monaghan and Mark Kelly have worked hard to promote squash and 

recruit new members. Squash membership numbers continue to strengthen and now stand at 

more than 51 members including six new members.  They have also been instrumental in driving 

improvements to the squash area of the clubhouse which integrate well with the improvements to 

the club lounge. 
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General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR)  

Europe-wide General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) came into force on the 25th May this 

year.  The subcommittee of Barry Totterdell, Alan Cherry, Catherine McCooey and I worked to 

review data that we hold about our members and how we manage it.  We have ensured that the 

club only holds data necessary for its management and that third party suppliers are similarly 

compliant. Similarly, communications with the membership have been amended to ensure 

compliance with regulations, and regular reviews will be carried out in the future to ensure 

continued compliance.   

Child Protection 

Child protection is of utmost importance to the Club. Many thanks to our Children’s Officers - 

Keith O’Byrne and Charlotte O’Brien for their hard work in ensuring that the high standard of 

child welfare is maintained.  Also, thanks to the committee and coaches for ensuring that we 

comply with the requirements of the legislation in relation to registration and vetting. 

 

Philip Bayfield - Honorary Secretary 
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Honorary Treasurer’s Report 

I am pleased to report that the club continues to enjoy a healthy financial position.  We had 

another significant surplus of €28,196 from our activities for the year ended 30th September 2018.  

This enhances our reserves further, giving us a Net Assets position of €956,787 at our year end, up 

from €928,591 last year. 

I would like to thank Catherine McCooey for the great work she does for the club and for all the 

support she has given me over the last two years.  Catherine is a great asset to our club.  

Income and Expenditure 

Our overall income was similar this year, moving from €261,546 to €260,724.  Our subscription 

income, although down somewhat to €165,045, is still strong after a big increase in 2017 over 

2016’s figure of €161,344.  We continue to attract new members and generated €14,620 in new 

member levies.  The bar had a healthy profit this year which amounted to €2,562.  Fred made a 

number of good budgetary improvements here.  Junior Coaching showed a surplus, with an 

income of €61,991 and an outgoing direct cost of €49,794.  A lot of this surplus was used to fund 

the summer programme. 

Depreciation is up from €27,642 to €28,859 as the club invested in the clubhouse.  The 

programme to improve the lounge area and men’s showers was carried out within budget and a big 

thanks to all those involved: Mairead Mackey, Shelagh Cunningham, Agnes Danaher and Alan 

Cherry. 

Some of our expenses have increased this year in line with the activity of the club.  The only 

notable increase was in Bank Charges, as we continue to collect more of our income electronically 

every year.  Repairs and Maintenance decreased this year due to Alan’s good work in managing 

this area over the years and also, in part, due to the capitalisation of the clubhouse improvements.  

There was a small amount of reallocation of costs between, Supervision/Caretaking and 

Web/Office/Phones, but overall they are similar this year. 
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Balance Sheet 

Due to our clubhouse improvements, the value of our Fixed Assets has increased from €541,947 to 

€580,762 at the 30th September 2018.  These improvements were very well managed and so 

represent great value on our Balance Sheet. 

Our net Current Assets standing at €376,025 leaves us in a very healthy cash position.  The 

Deferred Coaching item in the Current Liabilities represents coaching Income received for which 

we have not yet provided the coaching. 

The Net Assets of €956,787 reflect the sound financial position of the Club and its prudent 

management over the years.  

Notes to the Accounts 

Depreciation is provided for at 12.5% on a straight-line basis, for the 12 months in respect of 

floodlights, fixtures and fittings, and 10% in respect of tennis courts. 

Finally, I believe these accounts set out a very positive position from which the club can look 

forward to enjoying many great years of sport and friendship. 

 

Barry Totterdell – Honorary Treasurer 
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Accountant’s Report 

In accordance with the instructions given to us, we have examined the attached Income and 

Expenditure Account and Balance Sheet. The accounts are in accordance with the underlying 

records and with the information and explanations given to us. 

Noel Ryan and Associates, 

Certified Public Accountants & Registered Auditors, 

7 Cabinteely Close, 

Dublin 18. 
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SANDYCOVE TENNIS & SQUASH CLUB 

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 

30TH SEPTEMBER 2018 

 
30/09/2018 

30/09/2017 

                 €              € 

INCOME   

Subscriptions Tennis 165,045 171,050 

Subscriptions Squash 11,629 11,337 

Coaching Income 61,991 57,278 

New Member Levies 14,620 16,477 

Summer Programme  4,877 4,567 

Bar Receipts 36,649 37,364 

Cost of Sales 21,749 23,195 

Gross Profit    40% 14,900 14,169 

Overheads 12,338 13,332 

Net Bar Profit/(Loss)   7% 2,562 837 

 260,724 261,546 

   

EXPENDITURE                 €              € 

Depreciation 28,859 27,642 

Bank Interest & Charges 3,845 2,799 

Summer Programme 11,231 7,259 

Competitions & Prizes 11,105 10,857 

Functions 2,519 3,215 

Coaching 49,794 56,713 

Tennis Development 3,830 5,864 

Repairs & Maintenance 31,984 37,085 

Electricity & Gas 8,209 8,823 

Insurance 5,353 5,023 

Rates 3,235 3,480 

Supervision & Caretaking 30,191 24,537 

Web, Office, Phones 14,660 22,303 

Kitchen/Cleaning/Misc 26,299 23,114 

Accountancy 1,414 1,353 

 232,528 240,067 

SURPLUS FOR YEAR 28,196 21,479 
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SANDYCOVE TENNIS & SQUASH CLUB  
BALANCE SHEET as at 30TH SEPTEMBER 2018 

 NBV 
01/10/17 

ADDN DEPR 
NBV 

30/09/18 

FIXED ASSETS             €      €           €        € 

Land & Buildings 398,201 14,009 0 412,210 

Tennis Courts 88,345  15,533 72,812 

Squash Courts 31,943  680 31,263 

Floodlights 5,229  1,596 3,633 

Fixtures & Fittings 18,229 53,665 11,050 60,844 

      

 541,947 67,674 28,859 580,762 

     

   30/09/18 30/09/17 

                   €               € 

FIXED ASSETS:   580,762 541,947 

CURRENT ASSETS     

Bar Stock   2,001 2,916 

Cash at Bank & In Hand   393,379 402,174 

Debtors & Prepayments   0 0 

   395,380 405,090 

     

CURRENT LIABILITIES                      €                   € 

Creditors & Accruals   3,878 4,933 

Deferred Coaching Income   15,477 13,513 

   19,355 18,446 

TOTAL ASSETS      

LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES   956,787 928,591 

FINANCED BY:     

                     €                  € 

Opening Reserves   828,591 807,112 

Club Development Reserve   100,000 100,000 

Surplus for Year   28,196 21,479 

   956,787 928,591 
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Tennis Captains’ Report 

The Championships are the main tennis competition within the club. The Senior 

Club Championships ran for two weeks from August 20th finishing with Finals Day 

on September 1st.  The championships always serve up some very competitive and 

exciting games and this year was no exception. We had 142 players who played a total 

of 188 matches across ten events, catering to all levels.   

A major part of the Championships as always is the balcony crowd who once again 

turned out in force to support the players. Many thanks to all who helped make the 

Championships a success, especially Valerie Judge and the Domestic Goddesses who 

provided delicious food for the hungry players and supporters.  

The finals produced some excellent matches with experience getting the better of 

youth this year.  Winning the Championships singles were Sarah Emerson and Rob 

Neiland. 

The Championship dinner and prizegiving was held in the National Yacht Club where 

everyone was served a lovely dinner and, after prizegiving, danced late into the warm 

night or early morning! 

Championship Results 
 

Ladies’ Singles Winner Sarah Emerson 

 Runner Up Petra Grehan 

Men’s Singles Winner Rob Neiland 

 Runner Up Luke Hanley 

   

Ladies’ Doubles Winners  Sarah Emerson & Sandie O’Callaghan 

 Runners Up Beccy Breach & Sarah Jane Lloyd 

Men’s Doubles Winners Steve Gill & Rob Neiland 

 Runners Up Will Fitzgerald & Paul Fitzgerald 

   

Mixed Doubles Winners Aine Leonard & Will Fitzgerald 

 Runners Up Rob Neiland & Sarah Jane Lloyd 
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Cloud 9 Ladies Doubles Winners May Gallagher & Maeve Moore 

 Runners Up Beccy Breach & Natalie Flanagan 

   

Cloud 9 Men’s Doubles Winners Oisin O’Hanlon & Harry Wall 

 Runners Up Luke Hanley & Stephen McGooghan 

 

   

Mixed Lucky Dip Winners Hilda Clarkin & Steve Gill 

 Runners Up Yvonne Fitzsimons & Patrick Bailey 

   

Ladies’ Singles Plate Winner Aileen O’Regan 

 Runner Up Catherine Ryan 

   

Men’s Singles Plate Winner  Colin Wardlaw 

 Runner Up Tom O’Higgins 

Club Handicaps 

The Handicaps ran for two weeks from the 1st to the 14th of July. The weather was 

amazing for the full two weeks with 100 players participating in 96 matches over five 

events.  There were some terrific games with a lot of three setters, which is a good 

indication that the handicaps worked  

Handicap Results 
 

Ladies’ Singles Winner Clodagh Lowry 

 Runner Up Mandy O’Neill 

   

Men’s Singles Winner Stephen McGooghan 

 Runner Up John F Burke 

   

Ladies’ Doubles Winners Jenny McCann & Mairead Mackey 

 Runners Up Lynsay McMillian & Mandy O’Neill 

   

Men’s Doubles Winners Stephen McGooghan & Simon Hugh Jones 

 Runners Up Alan Warren and Liam Hurley 

   

Mixed Doubles Winners Mick Boland & Helen Hughes 

 Runners Up Grace Gilligan & Liam Hurley 
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The Handicaps dinner was held on a balmy night. We were served lovely Spanish 

food and everyone had a really relaxed fun evening. Prizes were presented then 

Valerie and her squad organized the fun social night.  Many thanks to all their 

helpers throughout the entire tournament for making it such a success. 

Ladies DLTC Winter League 

This year, players were given the opportunity to buy warm up jackets, which were 

kindly subsidised by the club.  Fifty members purchased the blue jackets. Teams look 

very impressive when they are all kitted out in them. Many clubs comment about 

how well they look on the teams.   

We entered seven teams for winter league: Class 2, Class 3, Class 4, Class 5, Class 5.1, 

Class 6 and Class 6.1. It was great to see such an interest in this competition.  Class 2 

topped their group and got to the quarter finals, which is a great achievement. The 

squad was captained by Beccy Breach.  Vanessa O’Reilly was captain of the Class 3 

team and again they reached the quarter finals, which again is a great achievement. 

Class 4 remained up, captained by Angela Bennett. We had two Class 5 teams 

captained by Colette McNichols and Ruth Milne. The first stayed in their class and 

the second team got to the quarter finals, which means a promotion to Class 4. 

Another great achievement. We had two Class 6 teams captained by Mairead Mackey 

and Siobhan Smyth. Both teams will remain in their section. Many thanks to all the 

players and to all the super subs who played. 

Ladies DLTC Summer League 

Teams are made up of three single players and two double partnerships. We entered 

seven teams with a total of forty-nine ladies playing. Sometimes it was difficult to get 

single players but, despite this, Class 4 and Class 2 teams got to the quarter finals. A 

great achievement. The five other teams remained in their class.  Teams were 

captained by Ellen O’Carroll, Margaret Hartnett, Breege English, Clare Morris, 

Aileen Regan, Jacqui Lyons and Sandie O’Callaghan. Again, many thanks to everyone 

who played and the amazing subs who kindly stepped in when needed.     



 

 ~ 16 ~ 

   

Ladies DLTC Senior League 

Five teams were entered in this over 35’s competition. It has recently finished with 

two teams who might be still licking their wounds. Class 3 and Class 5 reached the 

quarter finals but sadly didn’t succeed in getting to the semis. Class 5 were promoted 

and the two Class 6 teams and Class 2 stayed in their sections. Many thanks to the 

team captains Emma Percival, Grace Weldon, Ruth Milne, Andrea Begley, and 

Aideen Sheehan, all the team players, and the many subs who played.   

Ladies DLTC Floodlight League 

We entered three teams and two teams remain in contention. Each team is made up 

of four players and names are pulled out of a hat to see who plays the two singles and 

the remaining players are the doubles.  The classes we entered were Class 2, 3 and 4 

captained by Sarah Emerson, Vanessa O’Reilly and Maria O’Mahony. Happily, we 

have Class 3 and 4 teams in the playoffs in November, while Class 2 just missed out 

but remained in the section. Wishing them all the best of luck.    

League Player of the Year 

Beccy Breach was awarded League Player of the Year. She captained the Class 2 team 

many times and always encourages her team mates. She has a smile whether winning 

or losing. Beccy is a special player who even sometimes gives up her slot on the squad 

to other players for the benefit of the team.   Congratulations Beccy.   

Ladies Charity League 

This league caters to different levels of tennis and is played on Monday and Tuesday 

mornings. There are four levels: Monday league, Monday non-league, Tuesday non-

league and Tuesday advanced league. 

This September we entered one team in the league team section captained by Orla 

Maher. The competition is still running. Our team is doing very well and leading 

their section. Wishing Orla and the team the best of luck. 
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Ladies Five Mile League 

The Five Mile League is a very popular competition, played on Sunday evenings 

against other clubs within a five-mile radius. We entered two teams this year. Many 

thanks to Lynn Stephens and Siobhan Smyth who captained the teams and all who 

played. 

Ladies Morning 

Ladies morning is on every Wednesday and is open to all levels of tennis from 

beginners to experienced players.  Everyone is welcome. It is a good way to get to 

know new and old members. Of course, there is the coffee and cakes after tennis so 

you get a chance to catch up with friends.    

Men’s DLTC Winter League 

Seven teams were entered in the Winter League this year as we brought more 

promising talent through the league structure.  In the end it was just Team 4, who 

made it to the knockout stages, gained promotion and won a tense and finely 

balanced final in Malahide, edging out Elm Park 2-0 in Winter League Class 5.  The 

team captained by Paul Fitzgerald brought just our fifth Winter League winning 

pennant back to the club.  Well done to the team of Paul Fitzgerald and Will 

Fitzgerald, Mark Cunningham and Dave Hanley, and Colin Wardlaw and Frank 

McCooey for taking first prize.  A special thanks to all the subs who contributed to 

the team’s success, especially Philip Craig who contributed on multiple occasions to 

the team’s points tally. Colin Wardlaw claimed his second Winter league winning 

pennant for the club.  Well done Colin! 

The other six teams consolidated their positions in their respective classes. Many 

thanks to all the captains: Ivan Brady, Jocelyn O’Callaghan, Paul Kilduff, Paul 

Fitzgerald, John F Burke, Gary Byrne and Stephen McGooghan. 
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Men’s DLTC Summer League  

We had one of our most successful Summer League campaigns for many years, 

entering a seventh team into Class 7 to give some great players the opportunity to 

play league tennis.  All teams got off to a flying start with all winning their opening 

round fixture, a club first!  It transpired that four of the seven teams made the 

qualifiers, with Team 4 missing out on a count back.  Team 1 made the quarters of 

Class 2 but lost in the deciding match in three sets, while the much-fancied Team 3 

won promotion to Class 3 but lost in a final match tie-breaker in the semi -finals to 

the overall Class 4 winners.  Both Team 5 and Team 6 made it through to the finals of 

Class 6 and Class 7 in Sutton, having topped all sections of their class with the most 

matches won.  

Team 5 captained by Joe Cunninghan lost an epic final again in the last match, losing 

3-2 to a very strong Donabate team but still bringing home a valuable Runners-up 

pennant.   

Team 6 went one step further and claimed Sandycove’s twelfth Men’s winning 

Summer League pennant.  Captained by Tom O’Higgins and inspired by a blend of 

youth (Harry Wall, Sean Cronin and Steve McGooghan) and experience (Tom 

O’Higgins, Liam Hurley, Tim McNichols and Pat Leamy!) with legendary subs of 

Dave Widger, Larry Staines, Declan Keane and Simon Hugh-Jones all called upon.  

This team didn’t lose a match in the entire Summer League campaign and won the 

final 3-0 against Clontarf.  Pat Leamy made club history winning his second Summer 

League winning pennant 20 years after the first one… well done Pat! 

Thanks to all the captains for a great campaign: Brian O’Gorman, Colin Grant, Paul 

Kilduff, JP Begley, Joe Cunningham, Tom O’Higgins and Fred O’Neill. 
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Men’s DLTC Senior League  

This year we entered a sixth team to Over 35 Class 4 Senior League to facilitate 

ongoing player development in league. Teams entered were Over 55 Classes 1 and 2, 

Over 45 Classes 1 and 2 and Over 35 Classes 1 and 4. 

Unfortunately, we lost a large number of players to injury in the Club 

Championships, which took its toll on all team selections, and, despite some 

promising starts none of our teams made it through the qualifying stages.  Many 

thanks to the captains Ken Browne, Tony Collison, Colin Grant, Colin Wardlaw, Ken 

Flanagan and Keith O’Byrne for managing the teams through each round. 

Men’s DLTC Over 65 Senior League  

The Over 65 Class 2 team, under the guidance of Pat Giles and with a very strong 

team and panel, powered their way to the final, dropping only two points on the way.  

Despite being depleted for the final, the team showed immense character in 

matching St Mary’s (playing at home) all the way in every match.  The strength and 

character of this team prevailed in the end, and despite Pat Giles and Dermot 

Finucane losing a deciding championship tie-breaker, Michael Butler and Tim Eaton 

balanced the score, winning their championship-deciding tie-breaker after winning 

the second set in a tie-breaker.  The deciding match saw Giles Kerr and Stephen 

O’Brien dispose of their opposition in two closely fought sets to bring top honours for 

Sandycove.  Well done gents, an epic final and a great squad success story through 

the campaign.  Special thanks to Ken Peare, Dave Murphy, Dermot Deverell and 

Declan Hynes, who were all valuable squad and team players who made significant 

contributions to the team’s success on the way to the final. Over 65 Class 2 League 

Champions 2018!    

Men’s DLTC Over 70 and Over 75 Doubles League 

Congratulations to both our Over 70 and Over 75 squads who made it through to the 

play-offs this year.  While the Over 70’s could not repeat their success from last year, 

our Over 75’s triumphed in the Inaugural +75 Men’s Doubles league, which climaxed 
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on Monday the 14th May.  

Sandycove were led by Des Murray, deputising for Jimmy Casey, partnered as ever 

by Dermot Finucane; Des Fitzgerald and Michael Butler also playing, with Vinny 

Dunphy resting on the day. Sandycove meanwhile, after a close first rubber, won 5-4 

by Dermot and Des, moved up a gear and comfortably defeated Sutton 4-0, seeing 

Sandycove undefeated in the campaign and winners of the coveted pennant.  Well 

done team! 

Men’s Inaugural All Ireland Inter-Club Masters 

On a bright sunny October morning, Sandycove took to the courts at Carrickmines to 

compete in the inaugural All Ireland Tennis Masters Inter Club championship.  Five 

clubs from around the island were invited to play, featuring Belfast Boat Club, 

Carrickmines, Sunday’s Well, Templeogue and Sandycove. This was an historic 

occasion in Irish tennis with each club competing in a 70+ doubles competition, a 

75+ doubles competition, and an 80+ doubles competition.  

Under the astute captaincy of Dermot Finucane, Sandycove won the 75+ competition 

thanks to Dermot’s legendary moonballs. We also performed creditably in the 70+ 

and 80+ competitions.  Overall Sandycove finished second and were very close to 

snatching the championship pennant.  

The Sandycove squad on the day, who all played with distinction, comprised Vinny 

Dunphy, Des Fitzgerald, Bill Brennan, John Carroll, Giles Kerr, Stephen O’Brien, 

Michael Butler and Dermot Finucane. Thanks also to Michael Butler for his 

stewardship making this occasion possible. 

Men’s DLTC Floodlight League 

We entered three teams in Classes 1, 3 and 4 for the Floodlight League. Again, hit by 

many injuries especially to the top teams, we used the occasion to give our young 

talent a chance to play more seasoned Class 1 opposition.  Team 3 came closest but 

missed out narrowly for the play-offs in what proved to be a challenging league 

outing for all teams. Still, good lessons learned! Thanks to Oisin, Frank and Tom who 
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have the difficult job of putting out teams every week. 

Men’s League Player of the Year 

The Men’s League Player of the Year was awarded to Dave Hanley, who played in 

both Winter and Summer leagues, never losing a match across both campaigns, 

getting to the Winter and Summer league finals and picking up a winner’s medal in 

Winter league and a Runners-up medal for Summer league. An amazing year with 17 

match wins in a row. Congratulations Dave! 

Men’s Easter Cup 

Sandycove were well represented in the Men’s Easter Cup this year, just missing out 

on two semi-final positions.  As ever, the teams did us proud and had a great time in 

the process! Our thanks go to the two team captains, John Martin and Mick Boland, 

who managed our teams in this very social but highly competitive tournament. 

Men’s Christmas Miscellany 

This ever-popular all-day tournament was hosted by Dermot Ennis, comprising golf, 

tennis and a very enjoyable social dinner and prizes. Thanks to Dermot for 

organising the event. 

Men’s Fish ‘n Chips Night 

One of the highlights of the men’s social calendar is Fish ‘n Chips night, combining 

social and competitive tennis with a vibrant and entertaining quiz over a staple diet 

of fish and chips.  There was a record turnout this year and we extend a big thank you 

to Mike Fenlon, Tim McNichols and Liam Hurley for organizing a great evening. 

Blue & Gold  

The Blue and Gold is probably the friendliest competitive tennis tournament in the 

world. Thanks to Joe Cunningham for initiating our club’s re-entry.  Captain 

fantastic Bernard O’Hare led the team of Liz Murphy and Tim Eaton, Gerry Ryan and 
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Frank McCooey, Corinne Giacometti and Bernard O’Hare, and Margaret Cowan and 

Declan Hynes.  The team went on to capture first prize on the club’s return to the 

tournament, while benefiting from super subs: John F. Burke, Jenny Cullen, Pat 

Leamy, Paul Kilduff, Rory O’Hagan, Jacqui Lyons and Simon Hugh Jones. They 

shared some great food recipes along the way and we look forward to defending the 

title with two teams in 2019! Well done team! 

Internal League Boxes 

The internal boxes are an important part of the club’s activity. There are five 

sections: Ladies Singles, Men’s Singles, Ladies Doubles, Men’s Doubles and Mixed 

Doubles. It is a great way for new members to meet and compete with other players. 

The matches are competitive and good fun. The boxes were run efficiently by Ruth 

Milne and Natalie Flanagan. Thank you both for all your work. 

The winners for 2018 were: 

Ladies’ Singles Winner Linda Vidal 

 Runner Up Ellen O’Carroll 
   

Men’s Singles Winner Conor O’Neill 

 Runner Up Ken Regan 
   

Ladies’ Doubles Winners Beccy Breach & Petra Grehan 

 Runners Up Emma Percival & Ellen O’Carroll 
   

Men’s Doubles Winners Dave Hanley & Dermot Bennett 

 Runners Up Simon Hugh-Jones & Tim McNichols 
   

Mixed Doubles Winners Barry Totterdell & Mairead Mackey 

 Runners Up Conor O’Neill & Mandy O’Neill 

Club Night 

Club Night has been organized by Mary O’Connell and Mick Maguire for the last 

seven years.  They have given in to the seven-year itch and have happily passed on 

their duties to Jenny Cullen.  Before they departed, a special presentation was made 

in December by the President Shelagh Cunningham to thank them for all the years of 

service. This social evening was attended by the club nighters and everyone enjoyed 
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the night.  

Club Night is a wonderful way to get to know people while there is an element of 

competition with scores recorded over a four-week period. Prizes are then presented 

to the winners. Come along and give it a go. 

Turkey Tournament 

The Turkey Tournament was held n Sunday 10th December, starting slightly later at 

4pm, which suited more people in the lead-up to Christmas! A fun day was had by all 

with mulled wine and mince pies being served while some players concentrated on 

winning the sought after Cavistons’ vouchers! A popular event and a nice way to get 

into the Christmas spirit! 

St Stephen’s Day 

We had lovely weather for the St Stephens Day tournament this year with a big 

turnout enjoying the fun tennis and the fabulous Irish coffees provided and served by 

Shelagh Cunningham. 

Steak Out 

One of the best social tennis nights of the year!  Steak Out is run by Rory O’Hagan 

and Mary O’Connell, combining social mixed doubles tennis competitions followed 

by barbecued steak, baked potatoes and salad and of course prizes awarded to the 

winners. The barbecue team included the gourmet chefs Des Warren, Barry 

Totterdell, Mick Boland, James O’Sullivan and Gerry Loughrey while the Kitchen 

Goddesses included Valerie Judge, Sheila Boland, Anne McMahon, Jayne Doran and 

Bridget O’Hare.  Thanks to all the Steak Out team for a great social evening. 
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Personal Thanks 

It has been an enjoyable year and we would like to acknowledge the wonderful help 

and encouragement we received from many members.  

Firstly, we would like to congratulate all those who played or subbed in the various 

leagues and club events with such enthusiasm, spirit and commitment. The club has 

had a great year, with Sandycove tennis well represented in competitive and social 

circles.  It is great to see our young talent coming through and it is important that we 

continue to nurture this talent into the senior ranks.  It has been an honour and a 

privilege to have been your captains. We wish every success to the new captains and 

the new committee.  

Thank You. 

 

Jenny Cullen – Ladies Captain 

Liam Hurley – Men's Captain 
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Junior Report 

This year, the Junior Officer did not take up the role until February 2018 and ran the 

junior events for the year with the help of some parents. There was no Junior 

Committee, as such, this year but a Junior Officer and a list of parents who had 

offered to help at junior events.  The running of the leagues was transferred from the 

Junior Officer to the Development Officer and the coaches.  

The main aim of the Junior Officer was to provide an enjoyable atmosphere for the 

juniors where they could develop a lifelong love of the sport in a fun environment. 

The Junior Officer also organized the Stars and Stripes events for Under 12, Under 14 

and Under 16, social pizza nights, quiz nights, Easter, Halloween and Summer 

camps, as well as club afternoons. 

The Junior Officer also liaised with the coaches, parents, the Tennis Development 

Officer, the Child Protection Officers, the Club Treasurer, the main committee and 

the club secretary throughout the year to ensure our junior members had an 

enjoyable year. A big thank you to everyone involved and your continued support is 

both appreciated and critical to all the Junior events. 

Social Tennis 

Club Afternoon was run over March, April, May and June until the summer 

programme started.  It is open to all members aged 7 and over and offers a great 

opportunity for juniors to put their coaching into practice in a structured 

environment. It is very popular and well run thanks to Rob Neiland. There were also 

many parents who helped out with the junior Club Afternoon, which is greatly 

appreciated by the Junior Officer.  

Our camps were very popular and we ran a four-day Halloween camp and two four-

day camps over Easter.  Once again, thanks to Rob Neiland for all his hard work in 

running these camps and for not just developing the skills of our juniors but also 

making them feel so welcome in the club. 
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The Junior Officer also ran several socials and pizza/quiz evenings for 5th and 6th 

classes as well as 1st and 2nd years.  All were well attended and supported by parents.  

Summer Programme 

Traditionally, the highlight of the year for many of our juniors is our eight-week 

summer programme.  The 2018 programme ran from the 2nd July to the 24th August 

and was led by Rob Neiland on court and Julia Cullen as the clubhouse manager with 

the help of many assistants.  

Over 140 juniors attended the summer programme during the season. The morning 

sessions were dedicated to those children aged under 10 and the afternoon sessions 

for aged 10 and above. Sandycove is famous for its summer programme and it is the 

envy of many other tennis clubs. The programme includes the Junior Handicap and 

Junior Championship events and successfully combines a fun atmosphere with 

tennis development in a welcoming and safe environment. It allows our younger 

members a wonderful opportunity to use the club socially and helps develop their 

love of the sport. 

As always, the tuck shop, table tennis, cards and games were indulged in when a rest 

was required. Fancy dress and hot dogs on Fridays were great fun and enjoyed by all. 

The Junior Handicaps were held in mid-July and were organized by Rob and Julia. 

The handicaps offer our members a level playing field and for many it is a wonderful 

introduction to competitive tennis. 

The Championships ran from the 8th to the 17th of August. I would like to give a 

special mention to Julia Cullen who ran the championships this year and for her 

overall contribution to the summer programme.  

We had wonderful weather for both finals days and are very grateful for all the 

parental involvement on both days. We had a constant supply of cakes and buns and 

special thanks to all the parents for their help on the day along with all volunteers 

who umpired matches for us, many of whose children are long finished with the 

junior section. Both days ended with very popular BBQs and I would like to thank 
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Edel O’Leary, Pat Quinn and John Cronin who ran the BBQ on handicap and 

championship finals days.  I would also like to thank Shelagh Cunningham, our club 

president for attending both the handicaps and championship finals days and 

presenting the prizes. Shelagh’s continued support throughout the year in all areas 

associated with the Junior Officer role was unfailing and very much appreciated.  

The championships concluded with the annual talent show, which was enjoyed by all 

and organized by Emma Flanagan, Vivienne Fitzgerald, Aisling O’Reilly and Allie 

Noonan.   

This year we presented the fourth Bernie Lyons Junior of the Year award. This award 

is to mark a junior’s contribution both on and off the court, with a particular 

emphasis on participation in a collegiate and positive manner. The honour of this 

prestigious award was, this year, deservedly bestowed upon Samuel Long. 

The summer programme continued on after the championships finals day to 

facilitate the children going back to school.  The programme concluded with a fun 

day that included a fancy dress competition as well as hot dogs and ice cream.  

Junior Championships Results 

 Winner Runner-up 

U8   

Girls Singles Sienna Boucher Rebecca Begley 

Boys Singles Ben O’Byrne Hugo Vidal 

Girls Doubles Sienna Boucher & 

Laura Emerson 

Kitty Cronin &  

Rebecca Begley 

Girls Plate Kitty Cronin Sarah Herbert 

   

U9   

Girls Singles Maggie Long Laura Mc Dowell 

Boys Singles Peter Le Roux Sam Kane 

Boys Doubles James Grant & 

Sam Kane 

Peter Le Roux &  

Ben O’Byrne 

Mixed Doubles Sam Kane &  

Maggie Long 

James Grant & 

Laura Mc Dowell 
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U10   

Girls Singles Sarah White Rhea McNichols 

Boys Singles Conor Flanagan Max Kane 

Girls Doubles Sarah White &  

Rhea Mc Nichols 

Maggie Long & 

Laura McDowell 

Boys Doubles Conor Flanagan &  

Max Kane 

John Clarke &  

Peter Quinn 

Mixed Doubles Conor Flanagan &  

Rhea McNichols 

Peter Le Roux & 

Sarah White 

   

U12   

Girls Singles Kate Begley Cara Fitzgerald  

Boys Singles Sean Patrick White Alex Wardlaw 

Girls Doubles Cara Fitzgerald &  

Sophie Fitzgerald 

Kate Begley &  

Keela McNichols 

Boys Doubles Conor White & 

 Sean Patrick White 

Cillian Murphy& 

Conor Wardlaw 

Mixed Doubles Conor White &  

Kate Begley 

Noah Vidal &  

Sophie Fitzgerald 

Girls Plate Maebh Le Roux Siofra McMahon 

Boys Plate Cian Murphy Zac Bailey 

   

U14   

Girls Singles Amy Wardlaw Yvette Carney  

Boys Singles Max Vidal Michael Murphy 

Girls Doubles Yvette Carney &  

Amy Wardlaw 

Eva Kane &  

Rebecca McNally 

Boys Doubles Max Vidal &  

Daniel Begley 

Caoimhin Cronin &  

Sam Hughes 

Mixed Doubles Sam O’Rourke &  

Rebecca McNally 

Daniel Begley &  

Amy Wardlaw 

Girls Plate Ella Brereton Ellen Quinn 

Boys Plate Luke Daly Sam O Rourke 
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Child Protection 

In line with the Irish Sports Council and Tennis Ireland Child Protection guidelines, 

we have ensured that the club maintains current parent contact details and medical 

information in respect of all junior members and that junior members and their 

parents are aware of their responsibilities. We comply with Tennis Ireland and the 

statutory requirements with regard to Garda vetting. In addition, all members who 

are over the age of 16 and regularly deal with children, together with the coaching 

assistants, must be vetted.   Thanks to Charlotte O’Brien and Keith O’Byrne for acting 

as Children’s Officers this year.  

Interclub Friendly Tournament – Stars and Stripes 

Stars and Stripes clubs this year included Blackrock, Monkstown, Glenageary, 

Shankill, Leopardstown, Newtownpark, Bray and Sandycove. There is a trophy for 

the overall winner and two other trophies for the highest score in the boys’ and girls’ 

matches. This is a friendly non-league tournament aimed at the enthusiastic players 

looking to get match play outside of their club. We have certain restrictions in place 

to ensure that players ranked in the Leinster top 50 are ineligible to play in the Stars 

and Stripes. Many thanks to Shelagh Cunningham who co-ordinated the Stars and 

Stripes for Sandycove and for all the parents who helped to manage and organise the 

teams involved in these tournaments.   Our Under 14s won the overall tournament in 

the Spring, which is a fantastic achievement as we work from a panel of players. The 

U14 Stars and Stripes Autumn tournament is ongoing at the moment. 

U14 Spring Tournament 2018 Winners of the cup 

U12 Spring Tournament 2018 Second Place – Won boys trophy for highest 

overall score 

U16 Spring Tournament 2018 Winner of the shield  

U12 Autumn Tournament 2018 Second Place in the Cup 

U14 Autumn Tournament 2018 Ongoing 

U16 Autumn Tournament 2018 Second Place 
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It has been a privilege to work as the Junior Officer and I hope all the junior 

members enjoyed the year and the events organised by the club.  The Junior Officer 

role is a vast one and would not be possible without help from parents. I would like 

to thank Rob Neiland, who I have worked closely with this year, for his unrelenting 

commitment to the junior section and also to our head coach Aine Leonard. 

As Junior Officer, I was supported by many other sections of the club. In particular, I 

would like to thank Catherine McCooey, Roy Bailey, Philip Bayfield, Barry Totterdell, 

Alan Cherry, Jenny Cullen, and Shelagh Cunningham for all their assistance over the 

year.  

Ellen O’Carroll – Junior Officer 

 



 

 ~ 31 ~ 

   

Development Report 

The principal role of the Tennis Development Officer is to oversee and support the 

head coach and the coaching team in their delivery of professional coaching services 

to the members, both senior and junior, and to act as the main conduit between the 

head coach and the committee. The tennis development programme is influenced 

principally by the Tennis Development Report, the latest edition of which is available 

on the club website, as well as by feedback from the captains, the Junior Tennis 

Officer, and the committee.  

Our Coaches 

Our Head Coach Aine Leonard has now had a full year in the role and has been doing 

a really great job, not only with the juniors but also with the seniors.  I have received 

nothing but positive feedback from the adults and juniors who have been dealing 

with her, feedback that I would fully endorse from my own dealings with Aine. 

Coaching continuity has been provided by club stalwart Robert Neiland, who has 

worked well with Aine and provided critical support. 

Aine has also used the services of two other coaches during the year to provide niche 

coaching support under her supervision.  

Senior Coaching  

One of the agreed objectives for Aine was that she would be seen as a head coach for 

all members and not just juniors. 

This has definitely come to fruition and Aine is currently working with over 50 adults 

in tennis and cardio fitness groups. 

Over the last year, support and training was again provided by the head coach and 

the coaching team to the senior men’s and ladies teams before the commencement of 

the DLTC Winter and Summer leagues. This pre-league training is now part of the 

head coach’s responsibilities, with the Development Fund currently covering the cost 
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of these sessions. This process will help Sandycove to ‘put its best foot forward’ for 

future Winter and Summer league campaigns as well as making life a little easier for 

the captains in terms of selections.  

Junior Coaching  

There are currently 160 junior members participating in group coaching. The criteria 

for one-to-one lessons under the auspices of the Development Fund were amended 

in September to allow for more juniors with potential to benefit. There are also now a 

number of juniors receiving coaching in pairs and, again, it was felt that this would 

encourage and benefit these players.  The coaching team also has a major role in 

preparing our juniors for external leagues and tournaments. During the past year 

over 50 juniors throughout all the age groups represented Sandycove in junior 

leagues, giving so many juniors the great experience of competitive team tennis.  

During this year, together with Ellen O'Carroll, formal procedures and timetables 

were implemented for advising juniors of upcoming leagues and selection criteria 

and for the management of the teams, courts and results. I believe this will be a great 

help to future Tennis Development Officers and junior committees in the 

management of the various junior leagues. 

The general progress and detailed results of the juniors have been communicated via 

email throughout the year and are available on the website in the Junior Tennis area.  

Some notable successes included:  

Junior Leagues  

• The Leinster leagues are extremely competitive, and over the last 12 months we 

have performed very well, which shows promise for the future. 

• The Under 12 mixed team reached the final of Class 3 of the Leinster league in 

May 2018. 

• The Under 14 boys’ team, playing in a highly competitive Class 1, performed 
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admirably. Special mention to Max Vidal and Caomhin Cronin who played at 

number 1 doubles and had some really encouraging wins. 

• The Under 18 boys were runners up the DLTC Class 1 final in November 2018 

and, while having a harder time in the 2018 league, have managed to retain the 

Class 1 status.   

Outside Junior Tournaments 

• Ronan Sweeney was our stand-out performer in the Irish Junior Open at 

Fitzwilliam, reaching the quarters of the Under 18 singles, knocking out the 

Number 2 seed on the way. Ronan also had a narrow loss in qualification for the 

Irish Open in Carrickmines. 

• At Under 12 level, Sean Patrick White and Alex Wardlaw both won Phoenix Gold 

tournaments. While these tournaments are lower grade than the main events they 

serve as a very good stepping stone to performing in grade 1 tournaments.  

• Caomhin Cronin reached the final of the Under 14 boys singles in the West of 

Ireland Open.  

• Max Vidal won two Under 14 singles titles - Galway Indoors and Westport Open. 

• Amy Wardlaw was successful in an Under 14 Phoenix Gold tournament in 

Laytown & Bettystown. 

• Will Fitzgerald had a very good summer winning the singles in the Under 18 

Tramore Open. He also collected Under 16 doubles titles in Leopardstown and 

Donnybrook. Congratulations to Will on these wins and also on his performance 

in the club championships.  

• Oisin O’Hanlon, although hampered by injuries during the summer, won the 

Under 18 doubles titles in Tramore and in the South of Ireland Junior Open.     
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Thanks  

I would like to acknowledge the key support given to the coaching team and myself 

from the Junior Officer, Ellen O’Carroll. Thanks also to Catherine McCooey for all 

her support and to Barry Totterdell for helping me work through the various 

financial questions that came up throughout the year on the development budget and 

the new junior coaching squad regime.  

Finally, thanks to our Club President Shelagh Cunningham for the interest shown, 

and time given, to discuss and agree the various matters that arose during the year.  

 

Roy Bailey - Tennis Development Officer  
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Squash Captain's Report 

Last November I started off my year as Squash Captain by asking the existing squash 

members what they saw as the needs of the club. Some nine points emerged and I am 

glad to say that some of these have been met. 

Squash / Tennis Membership 

Squash/tennis membership for off peak hours was set on a trial basis for €20 and 

was recently extended till the 1st Mar 2019.  This has been taken up by a number of 

squash members who regularly had fun trying out tennis on a Friday evening but 

sadly no tennis member has taken it up yet to try squash.  So tennis players please 

note you can, for a mere €20, play squash in off peak hours until next spring. 

I think the relationship between tennis and squash greatly improved over the past 12 

months. President Shelagh Cunningham did a super job as Club President and was 

always gracious to the squash committee members.   

Junior Squash 

Vice-Captain Mark Kelly and I had two meetings with Jenny Dillon last Christmas 

and asked her what the biggest barrier was to getting a junior squash section up and 

running.  She said that the basic need was to improve facilities, get glass doors for the 

two courts, have a water fountain beside them and clean up the area outside the 

courts.  This, she said, was necessary for good health and safety reasons. 

I am thankful to report that this is now complete. Dun Laoghaire Rathdown Co. Co. 

contributed a grant of €5,000 towards the budget. The Club had pledged to match 

the finance raised so we employed Tony Richardson’s company Richardson Bros and 

they have just finished this work to a high specification.   At last, Jenny and Mark can 

start to relaunch the junior squash programme.  

Another item from the survey was having a table tennis table in the bar which was 

purchased this year.   
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Club Championship 

We had an exciting club championship in May this year and James Hancock came 

through as the winner with Dave Dumigan as runner up.  In the Plate competition 

Bob Toal won, with Philip Mitton being runner up. Another highlight was the super 

meal and comradery we had after it with Mark Kelly as lead cook, Gerry Barry a 

significant support and Jenny Dillon making delicious desserts.  

Sandycove Masters Open 

Sandycove Masters Open was again organised superbly by Liam Daly this past 

September and there were participants from two other clubs. The winners were 

Colum Proctor with the runner up being Tommy Cuniffe from Westwood.  The Plate 

was won by Liam Daly with Alan Kilroy as runner up. Well done Liam and thank you.  

Leinster League 

In the season to May 2018, the club was represented by three teams in the Leinster 

League.  Our Division 6 team finished runners up, ably captained by Gerry Barry.  

The Division 5 team was captained by Paddy Mooney and the Vets team was 

captained by Colum Proctor. 

The 2018/2019 season has got off to a good start with, again, three teams in the 

above sections led by Gerry Barry, Mark Kelly and Colum Proctor. Well done 

captains.  

Membership 

Membership now stands at 51, a net increase on last year.  Eight people joined and 

three members left including Christian Nunez, who has emigrated with his family to 

the US. Christian ran the internal league for over five years.  Thank you Christian.   

We especially welcome the eight new players. However, we have only three junior 

members at present.  So hopefully our new junior squash project will bring in lots of 

new junior members.   
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Coaching Programme 

Jenny Dillon’s coaching programme has expanded and she offers a range of one-to-

one and group lessons, which I have personally availed of and can highly 

recommend! 

Final Word 

I would like all the tennis members to come and see our new squash facilities. Please 

do consider paying the €20 and playing squash.  We plan to leave some squash 

racquets and balls upstairs in case you might like to try it out or you come down for a 

tennis match and it buckets out of the heavens.  

A big thank you to Vice Captain Mark Kelly.  

 

Paddy Monaghan - Squash Captain 
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Social Report 

Once again in 2018 we had an active social calendar, a testimony to the inclusive and 

volunteer spirit in the club. It is always said that Sandycove is not just about the 

tennis – it is a community, where we play great tennis and also know how to have 

fun! 

We didn’t have a social committee as such this year – instead we had a “virtual” 

committee who all lent a hand in various ways, co-ordinated using the aptly named 

“Domestic Goddesses” WhatsApp group. This also included some “Domestic 

Godots”, for whom, it has to be said, we didn’t have to wait very long at all!  We had 

extra help from time to time from the following members who all helped in one way 

or another during the year: 

Agnes Danagher, Alan Cherry, Alison Crawford, Anne McMahon, Barry Totterdell, 

Beccy Breach, Bridget O’Hare, Carole McMahon, Catherine McCooey, Clare Byrne, 

Corinne Giacometti, David Hanley, Denise French,  Denis Hugh Jones, Des Warren, 

Eileen Cooper, Elizabeth O’Mahony, Ellen O’Carroll, Esther Maguire, Fred O’Neill, 

Gary Morrissey, Gemma Kelly, Geraldine Kelly, Gerry Loughrey, Jayne Doran, Jenny 

Cullen, Jim Maher, Joanne Morrissey, Joe Cunningham, Kate Sheehan, Mairead 

Mackey, Mairead Mullaney, Marianne McCaffrey, Mary Fayne, Mary Donoghue, 

Mick Boland, Mick Maguire, Noreen O’Hanlon, Ronan McKeever, Sara Hanley, 

Sheila Boland, Shelagh Cunningham, Siobhan Smyth, Trish Grimson, Una Hand. 

Well done and many thanks to all! 

St Stephen’s Day 

We began the year with the annual St Stephen’s Day tournament where Agnes 

Danagher and Shelagh Cunningham demonstrated excellent skills in the making of 

Irish coffees and mince pies. A great chance to work off those extra calories – in 

theory anyway! 

Opéra Imaginaire 

On the 9th of February we had “Opéra Imaginaire”, a fantastic evening of opera and 



 

 ~ 39 ~ 

   

food, organised by Des Warren. A giant screen was installed, and the clubhouse was 

transformed into our very own La Scala, with opera scenes presented by our host for 

the evening, Colman Morrissey, opera critic with the Irish Times. Tasty canapés were 

served by Des and his intrepid team of chefs.  Many members dressed for the 

occasion and Margaret Smyth and Jeanne Hecksher-Doyle won the prizes for the 

best dressed opera buffs! 

St Patrick’s Day 

March brought St Patrick’s Day and “Paddy’s Open Mic night” on the 15th March. The 

club became a “Cistin” for the evening. A fireplace backdrop, designed and installed 

by Sara Hanley, provided a lovely setting for a “Seisiún” of Irish and contemporary 

music, provided by some of our talented club members including Pat Leamy, Gary 

and Joanne Morrissey, Leo Blennerhasset and Jim Maher, followed by a sing-song in 

line with our strong club musical tradition. 

Tennis 4 Cancer 

Club talent is not restricted to tennis and music however. On the 14th April the club 

hosted the “Tennis 4 Cancer” event and we extended this to become “Art 4 Cancer”.   

Members submitted paintings specially created for the event.  The artworks were 

displayed online in advance, and for the evening the club became a gallery. Artists 

included Anna Heneghan, Brendan Henderson, Bridget Aylmer, Bridget O’Hare, 

Denise French, Denise Hussey, Esther Maguire, Gerry Wynne, Jayne Doran, 

Joanne Morrissey, Mairead Mackey, Mary Frances Considine, Mary O’Connell, 

Sara Hanley and Valerie Judge.   We enjoyed a home-cooked dinner, during which 

we held the silent auction, where the bidding was keen. Altogether just over €5,000 

was raised for the Irish Cancer Society. Special thanks to all the artists, and to Denise 

French for advice and help in hanging the paintings. 

Darren Mooney Tournament 

On the 27 May, we held a friendly tennis tournament and barbeque with our good 

neighbours from Glenageary Tennis Club, in fond memory of the late Darren 
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Mooney. The tennis was of excellent quality and great fun. Our intrepid chefs worked 

their usual magic and a packed house tucked into a delicious BBQ supper. Special 

thanks to all who helped out in the kitchen and to Shelagh Cunningham for the 

sumptuous desserts!  

Saving Our Oceans 

Club events are not confined to evening socials. On the morning of the 13th June, we 

held “Saving Our Oceans” – a fascinating talk by Una Hand on the NOSUP 

movement to eliminate single-use plastics. Because of the building work going on in 

the club, this event was held at the Crosscare Café in Dun Laoghaire. Thanks to 

Joanne Morrissey and Audrey Totterdell for organising this. 

Handicaps Tournament 

In July we had our annual Handicaps Tournament. On the second week we had 

music and nibbles in the bar to sustain the intrepid players and supporters. On the 

14th July we held the Senior Handicaps social which, in keeping with the particularly 

good summer weather, had a Spanish fiesta and Mardi Gras theme, with paella and 

Spanish tapas.  Dress code was colourful and members certainly went all out, with 

fantastic colour, music and dancing on the night.   

Club Championships 

Never to waste a working formula, music and balcony food were also provided for the 

players and supporters of the Club Championships fortnight in August, where we all 

enjoyed watching our top tennis talent on show.   The championships were rounded 

off on the first of September with our grand finale “At Home” evening, which, of 

course, has not been at home in recent years but hosted at the National Yacht Club. 

This event is the highlight of the year and this year proved to be no exception. We 

had a full house and the fine weather meant we enjoyed prosecco on the balcony 

overlooking the bay, followed by a lovely meal, presentation of prizes, and dancing 

into the early hours. Special tributes are due to our lead dancing queens: Margaret 

and Beccy!!!  
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Great Sandycove Bake-off 

In October we held a coffee morning in tandem with the National Irish Coffee 

morning fundraising event hosted around the country for the hospices at Harold’s 

Cross and Blackrock. We didn’t just have a coffee morning however, we had The 

Great Sandycove Bake Off!! Many members entered and the standard was high. Our 

guest speakers, the organisers of the RMS Leinster commemorations, gave us a very 

interesting talk, and also judged the baked entries, based on taste and appearance. 

The event raised almost €500 for the hospice. 

Other Activities 

Other social activities, which are not necessarily organised by the Social Secretary but 

are very much part of our social agenda and the life of the club, include the weekly 

Bridge group, ad-hoc sea-swimming, golf outings, and various cycling groups. Many 

thanks to the members who make these activities happen. 

As I write this report, we have two more events coming up. On the 2nd November we 

have a Steakout, organised by Mary O’Connell and Rory O‘Hagan. On 23rd November 

we have our Bernie’s Piano Bar, organised by Joanne Morrissey, which, as always, is 

held in memory of the late Bernie Lyons.   

I think Bernie and other past members would be really pleased to see that the social 

spirit in the Club lives on, supported by the very many members who make 

suggestions, volunteer to lead out on events, turn up to help, clear up afterwards, or 

just come along to mingle. Don’t be shy! Do join in, and you will be welcome. It’s all 

part of the fun of being a member of our Club community.   

Valerie Judge – Social Secretary 
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Pavilion and Grounds 

The maintenance and refurbishment of the clubhouse and grounds has continued 

throughout the 2017/2018 club season. 

Our six tennis courts, replaced during April 2015, are continuing to wear well with an 

expected lifespan of a further nine to ten years.  Each year, these courts are re-

furbished to maintain an excellent playing standard. 

This year we undertook a complete refurbishment of the lounge area.  Our project 

team of volunteers, Shelagh Cunningham, Mairead Mackey and Agnes Danagher, 

were tasked with transforming the lounge area into a brighter, more welcoming 

space for our members.  A budget and a timeframe were approved.   

The works included two new triple-glazed energy-efficient sliding glass doors out to 

the balcony.  These sliding doors have improved the access to the balcony and also 

allow a brighter aspect to the lounge area.  There is also new seating comprising of a 

mix of sofas and colourful, more comfortable armchairs.  The lounge tables were 

converted to square tops better suited for club social activities such as bridge 

afternoons.  New-look bar stools complimented the seating arrangements. 

Wall painted panelling was installed around the lounge and bar to give a more 

durable contemporary look. 

The flooring area now has a 100% wool carpet (treated to resist those occasional 

spillages) together with a 22mm solid oak dance floor area.   

New energy-efficient lighting was also installed to complete this major 

transformation project.   

Congratulations to our talented team of volunteers for completing this project within 

budget. 

The gentlemen’s showering area has also been completely refurbished. New tiles for 

walls and floor area, an upgraded shower system and improvements to ventilation 

and energy-efficient lighting were also installed. 
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Our continued upgrading of energy-efficient lighting throughout the clubhouse will 

also contribute to lower energy costs during the course of the next few years. 

Security in the clubhouse and grounds was completed with the addition of several 

surveillance cameras. 

The continuing recycling programme of waste has proven successful over the last 

number of years. 

I would like to thank members of the committee and Catherine McCooey for their 

continued support.  

 

Alan Cherry – Pavilion and Grounds Officer 
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Bar Report 

I have really enjoyed my year as Bar Manager and would like to say special thanks to 

all the members of the Committee for their support, advice and encouragement 

throughout the year. Our profit has increased this year due to: 

• Change of wine supplier 

• Managing our prices to ensure the margin is acceptable 

• Close monitoring of our cost of sales 

• Social events being well supported/attended 

• Increasing prices like for like with Diageo and Heineken  

Our sales were consistent with last year. We would have shown a slight increase in 

sales, however the poor weather/snow earlier in the year and closure during the 

refurbishment of the lounge bar area contributed to a slight decrease overall. The 

new lounge/bar area is a hugely positive factor for the club bar and the future is 

encouraging. 

We have enhanced our product offering and have also introduced Guinness Mid 

Strength and Heineken 0% as low/non-alcoholic options. 

Many thanks are due to our bar team (Mark, Luke H, Luke B, Cormac, Julia, Jamie, 

Eva and Lynn) for being reliable and good fun to work with during the year. 

I want to wish my successor all the best for next year in his role as Bar Manager.  He 

will have my full support in the period of transition and onwards. 

Finally, to the incoming Committee, I wish all the best to them in the year ahead. 

 

Fred O’Neill- Bar Manager 
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Committee 

 

President Shelagh Cunningham 

Hon Treasurer Barry Totterdell 

Hon Secretary Philip Bayfield 

Tennis Captains 

Ladies’ 

Men’s 

 

Jenny Cullen 

Liam Hurley 

Squash Captain Paddy Monaghan 

Squash Vice Captain Mark Kelly 

  

Junior Officer Ellen O’Carroll 

  

Committee Members  

 Development Officer Roy Bailey 

 Bar Supervisor Fred O’Neill 

 Social Secretary Valerie Judge 

 Pavilion & Grounds Officer Alan Cherry  

Club Administrator Catherine McCooey 
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Jimmy Casey 

 

In 1950 the Casey family, being the Attorney General Charles Casey, his wife Helen 

Casey and their eight children Helen, Billy, Frank, Joan, Jimmy, Ruth, Teresa and 

Joe lived in Jerpoint on Elton Park.  One sunny evening in May, nine-year-old 

Jimmy was walking down the road when he heard funny noises which he thought 

might be worth exploring.  He wandered up the lane into the tennis club and saw 

elegantly attired players with racquets hitting balls over a net.  He thought it was 

magic.  His love affair with tennis and with Sandycove Tennis Club had begun, an 

affair that was to continue for the next 68 years. 

Jimmy’s first Sandycove cap came when he was selected to play on an Under 15 team.  

His talent was immediately obvious. Jimmy soon excelled on the national stage, 

famously winning the Irish Under 15 Boys Singles Championship in Fitzwilliam in 

1955. In 1957 he was very proud to be selected to play for Sandycove Men’s First 

Team in Class 2 of the Dublin Leagues.  His pride in being asked to represent the 

Club never waned over the next 60 years. 

Victories on the senior tournament circuit followed, two of his best years being 1973 

and 1974.  In 1973 he won the Irish Close title and was also selected to play for 

Leinster, a feat he repeated again in 1974.  He won doubles titles with many partners, 

including the redoubtable John O’Shea and also with his cousin John Murray. He 
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also won the Connaught Hard Court title. 

As younger players took over winning the Club singles title, he was still chalking up 

doubles titles and embarked on a vets tennis career that saw him achieve 

international recognition at over 45 and over 50’s levels.  He was very proud to 

represent Ireland at international events in California, Venezuela and other places in 

the company of John O’Brien, Harry Sheridan and others. 

In the annals of Sandycove nobody stands higher than Jimmy Casey. Club Champion 

(14 times), Centenary Year Honorary Captain (1986), Inaugural Club President 

(1990) and Honorary Life Member.  The Grand Slam.  He did the lot. His 

contribution to the club on and off court is without parallel.  

His contribution to society extended far beyond the confines of the tennis club.  In 

1976 Jimmy was instrumental in setting up the Third World Charity, GOAL and 

became its first Treasurer at the behest of John O’Shea. John’s call to help the 

poorest of the poor resonated deeply with Jimmy and through GOAL and other 

agencies he regularly contributed his time and expertise in foreign parts over the 

years, making a real difference. Closer to home, Jimmy was the driving force behind 

the creation of the Dun Laoghaire Enterprise Centre in 1995. He was a passionate 

supporter of small business and spent much of his life assisting start up enterprises. 

This continued right down to the present.  

Jimmy married Maeve Gannon in 1968 and together with their children, Garrett and 

Deirdre, and grandchildren; they had a wonderful Golden Wedding Anniversary 

celebration this year in their favourite destination, Madeira.   

He will be greatly missed by family and friends.   

 

James Henry Casey, 16th July 1941 – 5th November 2018. 

 

This passage is an edited version of the tribute written by Conor O’Reilly.  The full version can be 

read on the Club website. 
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